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Emergency Short Stay Unit Gets It’s Very First Patient 

The highly anticipated Emergency Short 

Stay Unit opened on Tuesday. 

The start of clinical services in ESSU 

marks the halfway point for Short Stay 

Redevelopment works. As ESSU became 

operational this week, works commenced 

to transform the existing unit into the 

new Healthcare for Older People Earlier 

unit.  

“We don’t want to waste any time getting 

underway with the next phase of  

refurbishment”, project officer Jonathan 

Darwen said. “The freshly vacated space 

is a golden opportunity to commence 

works on the new HOPE unit without 

needing to worry about mitigating  

patient flow or staff presence in the  

area.” 

Contractors have already started by 

erecting hoarding around their working 

area and some of the access and egress 

routes into the new SSU will change for a 

short period of time whilst the works are 

completed. 

The project team ask that all staff  

continue to follow signage, exercise care 

and please have patience whilst the 

building works continue. 

“We want to give thanks to hospital staff 

and contractors for their hard work  

during the commissioning of ESSU. The 

combined effort of all staff has led to the 

success of this phase of the build”,  

Jonathan said.  

The new HOPE unit is expected to be 

completed in March 2016. 

(Left to right): ESSU’s very first patient Said Yorgan with acting Nursing Unit  
Manager of ESSU  Evan Ferdous. 

(Top): Emergency Administration  
Worker Deb Ramsay in the new ESSU. 

(Middle): Commissioners  James Wong and 
Wendy Lam making final  

preparations. (Bottom): The project team 
and clinical staff enjoy a group lunch in  

celebration of ESSU’s opening. 

Thanks to our commissioning 

staff! 

http://www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/
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What’s your title? 

Associate Director of  

Strategic Business Planning 

and Commercial Services 

What’s your role on the  

project? 

My role is to work with the 

WSLHD and project team on 

the development of evidence 

based models of care and 

ways of working that will 

support the delivery of high 

quality patient care within 

the redeveloped Westmead 

health precinct. 

What are you working on 

right now? 

Right now I am enjoying a 

period of orientation to the 

project and getting to know 

people within the project 

team and within the  

organisation. I am getting my 

head around the  

complexities of the  

redevelopment and the  

major streams of work that 

are currently underway. I am 

focused on the WSLHD 

Health Services Plan at the 

moment.  

What matters most to you 

on the project? 

What matters to me most is 

the redevelopment  

opportunity we have and 

getting it right. Working in a 

collaborative manner to  

ensure that the outcome will 

have a positive impact on the 

community, lives of our  

patients and importantly on 

the staff within the precinct.  

What do you think matters 

to your stakeholders? 

I think stakeholders want to 

be engaged in the  

redevelopment process in a 

manner that allows genuine 

consultation and the  

opportunity to influence and 

shape the outcome. 

What were you  

doing before you  

joined the project? 

Before I joined the team I 

was the Director of Nursing 

and Midwifery at Liverpool  

Hospital. I was in the position 

for 5 years. 

How long have you worked 

for Health? 

I have been in the health 

service for 37 years!  I have 

worked in many hospitals 

and WSLHDs and feel privi-

leged to have had a range of 

roles where I have been able 

to influence the experiences 

of the patients and staff. 

What was your first ever 

job? 

My first job was as a student 

nurse at Royal Prince Alfred 

Hospital. 

Tea or Coffee. 

Coffee 

Dogs or Cats? 

Cats 

Favourite secret spot in Syd-

ney? 

Wylies Baths - Coogee 

Guilty Pleasure? 

Good food and wine (and I 

don't feel so guilty)! 

 

New Ways of Working 

With major redevelopment  

underway at Westmead and  

workplace technology and practice 

changes occurring in all our  

departments, Western Sydney Local 

Health District is taking the  

opportunity to review how and 

where we work.  

New Ways of Working (NWOW) is 

an approach to designing flexible, 

collaborative and creative  

activity-based workspaces for the 

way we work now and in the  

future.  

The first step towards New Ways of 

Working is to look at how we work 

right now with a utilisation study 

coming soon to selected Westmead 

departments.  

More information about NWOW 

and the utilisation study is attached 

for you to read and share.  

This is just the start of our  

workplace transition and for a while 

we’ll have more questions than  

answers, but if you’d like more  

information at any stage, or if you 

have any concerns, questions or 

feedback, please contact the  

Westmead Redevelopment Project 

on 1800 990 296. 

Meet the Team: Anna Thornton 

http://www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/
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On site this month 

Short stay redevelopment works  

continuing. ESSU is now open 

and HOPE works have  

commenced 

Works continue to build  

the new car park. 

       Redevelopment 

works, but no disruption 

High voltage 

works continue. 

Road works along Institute Road  

commence next Wednesday 20th of 

January. Traffic control in place. 

Please follow the instructions of 

traffic wardens. 

Car parking construction. Access to 

Oval is now closed until the new car 

park is opened in 2016.  

Works have commenced 

on ICPMR Roof. Cranes 

in place on Tuesday 2nd 

February. 

Infrastructure  

upgrades underway. 

Due diligence  

investigations for 

new helipad. 

Important information on our works 
There will be some crane movements over the coming months to load materials onto 

the northern end of the roof of the ICPMR building. Whenever required, a mobile crane 

will be positioned close to the ICPMR building, opposite the loading docks. The crane 

will progressively lift loads of materials which include water proofing membrane and 

handrail that will be installed to renew a large portion of the ICPMR roof. The works 

will improve building performance and make the roof safer for maintenance personnel 

to service air conditioning and ventilation equipment in the future.  

Trenching for  

infrastructure upgrades. 

http://www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/

