
The $1 billion Westmead Redevelopment project has launched its arts and culture strategy, aimed 
at transforming health, well-being and place at Westmead through the arts. 

WESTMEAD  
EDUCATION
Westmead Hospital is now home to a state-
of-the-art library, courtesy of a $3.5 million 
renovation, funded by the University of Sydney.

WESTMEAD  
RESEARCH
Gene and cell therapy research at Westmead has 
been given a $2 million boost.

WESTMEAD  
TRANSPORT
Later this year, staff, students, researchers, 
visitors and patients across the Westmead 
precinct will start to see roadworks taking place 
around Parramatta.
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DYNAMIC, VIBRANT, INNOVATIVE: 
WESTMEAD REDEVELOPMENT 
ARTS AND CULTURE STRATEGY 
LAUNCHED

University of Sydney College of the Arts 
student Tanya Reinli with her sculpture 

Stuck In Our Ways. 
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The centre’s leader University of Sydney’s 
Professor Kate Steinbeck said the health gains 
achieved in childhood could be short-lived.

“Beyond the problems posed by declining 
health in the teenage years, adolescence is 
when many health pathways are set for life,” 
she said.

“Overcoming these challenges requires new 
knowledge and approaches that build on the 
achievements of childhood health initiatives 
that support the continuation of positive health 
pathways before the foundations of adult 
illnesses are laid.
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“To accomplish this, we need a paradigm 
shift to support the health of young people by 
enacting what the World Health Organizatio  
(WHO) terms a ‘Second Chance in the  
Second Decade’.”

Unlocking the potential of this “second chance” 
involves a re-think of the way health services 
for adolescents are planned and provided to 
young people. 

“This is an ambitious undertaking,” Professor 
Steinbeck said. “It can only be achieved by 
developing an integrated program of research 
that fills knowledge gaps, increases workforce 
capacity in adolescent health research, and 
delivers on knowledge, policy and practice.  
To achieve this, we will be drawing on the  
huge potential that digital technologies offer 
young people.”

NEW CENTRE TO REVERSE LOST DECADE  
OF POOR HEALTH IN TEEN YEARS

A new research centre, launched in September 
at Westmead, aims to change the way health 
services plan and respond to young people.

The new Centre of Research Excellence 
in Adolescent Health unites researchers, 
clinicians and young people across Australia 
in research and advocacy to reverse what 
has been called “the lost decade,” where 
health gains made in childhood are reversed 
by climbing rates of preventable health risks, 
such as adolescent injury, self-harm, obesity 
and mental health issues.

Funded by the National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC), the new centre 
is a national research partnership between the 
University of (Sydney), University of Melbourne, 
University of Technology Sydney, Western  
Sydney University, University of New  
South Wales, Curt in University and  
Macquarie University.

Dame Marie Bashir with University of Sydney 
Professor Kate Steinbeck and Dr David Bennett.

“ADOLESCENCE IS WHEN 
MANY HEALTH PATHWAYS  
ARE SET FOR LIFE” 
 - PROFESSOR KATE STEINBECK



Gene and cell therapy research at Westmead has 
been given a $2 million boost, courtesy of new 
NSW Government funding to support gene and cell 
therapies by researchers at the Sydney Children’s 
Hospitals Network (SCHN) and Children’s Medical 
Research Institute (CMRI).

Led by Professor Ian Alexander, the clinician-scientist 
who heads up the gene therapy research unit - a 
collaboration between Kids Research, SCHN, and 
CMRI - the team will establish capacity on-site at The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead to manufacture 
gene transfer vectors. 

GENE THERAPY 
COLLABORATION 
REWARDED

Gene Therapy Research Unit head Professor Ian Alexander

Gene therapy uses genes as medicine. In gene 
therapy for genetic conditions, a “faulty” gene is 
either replaced or edited, with the aim of restoring 
normal function to the patient. Global research 
efforts to test the safety and efficacy of gene and 
cell therapies in clinical trials are threatened by 
an increased demand for an essential and limited 
component – the gene transfer vector. Supply 
pressures for the vectors, which act like a Trojan 
horse to transport a gene into the existing DNA of 
a patient’s cells, are especially felt in Australia as 
they are often expensive to source from overseas 
and can take up to two years to arrive. 

The team at Westmead are aiming to fill the gap 
and will embark on a small-scale, clinical-grade 
vector production initiative, laying the foundation 
for greater production capacity in the future. Initially, 
the production will facilitate four paediatric trials for 
cancer, eye and kidney disease. The first trial is set 
to begin in 2021, subject to receiving ethics and 
regulatory approvals.

The $1 billion Westmead Redevelopment 
project has launched its arts and culture 
strategy, aimed at transforming experiences at 
Westmead through the arts across healthcare, 
education, training, research and well-being. 

The strategy – a partnership between Western 
Sydney Local Health District, The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead and the University of 
Sydney – is designed to embed arts and culture 
into the fabric of the Westmead precinct, including 
its new hospital building and refurbished spaces.

Fourteen projects have already been endorsed for the 
new facility, with exciting art work set to adorn new 
clinical spaces, waiting areas, the new plaza forecourt 
and the Innovation Centre. Patients, visitors and 
staff will enjoy a diverse range of art works including 
sculptures, digital pieces, music, soundscapes and 
curated collections from museums and universities.

Westmead Redevelopment project director Matt 
Vizard said the project team and Health and Arts 

ARTS AND CULTURE STRATEGY 
TO CREATE DYNAMIC, VIBRANT AND 
INNOVATIVE WESTMEAD

Artist’s impression of the digital projection 
gallery in the Innovation Centre.

Research Centre (HARC), who have been engaged 
to develop and implement the strategy, had worked 
with more than 1000 patients, carers, staff members, 
students, researchers and local artists to create a 
strategy offering art for, and inspired by, the community.

“People have told us that art is crucial to 
creating a welcoming, safe and connected 
environment and helping to reassure during 
difficult, and often stressful times,” he said.

“We have looked at how we can weave arts 
and culture into the new building by going 
floor-by-floor and identifying locations where 
art would really benefit our community.”

Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network director of 
community relations and marketing Gilly Paxton 
said the arts and culture program had been a 
great example of the organisations involved in the 
Westmead Redevelopment project working together 
to enhance the patient and family experience.

“Our existing art programs are important in creating 
a healing environment that reflects our diverse 
community, so we’ve really looked at projects 
and art works that share that vision,” she said. 

“Art and culture, as a way of exchanging ideas 
and celebrating people, place and health, will 
be an important part of Westmead’s future.”

To find out more about the strategy and the projects, 
go to: http://www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.
gov.au/get-involved/arts-and-culture-strategy 

Representatives from the Westmead Redevelopment, Western Sydney 
Local Health District, The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, the University 

of Sydney and Multiplex celebrate the arts and culture strategy launch.
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NEW ARTS LAB AT WESTMEAD  
FOR LOCAL CREATIVES

WESTMEAD RESEARCH 
PARTNERS CELEBRATE ARRIVAL 
OF NEW ELECTRON MICROSCOPE

Westmead’s new ArtsLab has received a 
significant boost, courtesy of a Create NSW 
grant, designed to foster creative opportunities 
for local artists.

Health and Arts Research Centre Inc (HARC), 
who are co-ord inat ing the Westmead 
Redevelopment’s arts and culture program, 
recently secured a $50,000 grant from Create 
NSW to extend the work of the ArtsLab@
Westmead – a new artists’ space at Multiplex’s 
Westmead Connectivity Centre, near the site of 
Westmead’s new hospital building.

The ArtsLab is an experimental space for local 
artists, curators and cultural workers to build 
capacity for health arts projects at Westmead.

Westmead Redevelopment arts and culture  
co-ordinator Marily Cintra said the grant would 
fund 10 artist residences, focused on creating 
works for Westmead Hospital, the precinct and 
local communities.

One of the first projects will be the development of 
a sensory wall for Westmead Hospital’s new aged 
care behavioural management unit.

Westmead Redevelopment director of redevelopment, transformation and redesign 
Carla Edwards, Westmead Connectivity Centre manager Jo Osborne and Westmead 
Redevelopment arts and culture co-ordinator Marily Cintra.

“The ArtsLab is a fantastic opportunity for us to 
build the capacity of our local artists and provide 
the opportunity for them to create exciting, 
innovative works for the hospital,” Marily said.

“Art in health is a growing field, with few 
opportunities for training and experimentation; 
Westmead provides an excellent convergence 
of healthcare, research and education for artists 
to explore.

“We hope to have different art forms inspiring a 
future, ongoing arts program at Westmead.

“We’re thrilled to have support from Create 
NSW, who are so pleased to support and create 
opportunities to foster arts and culture in NSW.”

Multiplex Connectivity Centre manager Jo 
Osborne said the ArtsLab was a great collaboration 
between local artists and businesses.

“The ArtsLab will be a creative hub for artists, 
offering them studio space for new works,”  
she said.

“It’s really a chance to promote professional 
development and employment for our local 
artists – something we are doing daily with our 
mentoring and training programs at the centre.”

Thanks to a truly collaborative effort from the 
Westmead Research Hub partners, the precinct is 
now home to a new Hitachi HT7800 transmission 
electron microscope (TEM). 

The microscope, located at Westmead Hospital, 
replaces the facility’s 27-year-old machine and 
boasts automated functions, making it easier to 
use and offering new capabilities to researchers. 
For example, the machine has a feature enabling 
the investigation of the consequences of adding/
deleting genes in cancer models, by combining live-
cell optical imaging, with high-resolution electron 
microscopy imaging. Overlaying the images allows 
individual cells identified by optical microscopy to 
then be specifically identified by electron microscopy. 

Electron microscopy (research) advanced specialist Emma Kettle 
with electron microscope laboratory acting head Levina Dear. 

It also enables retrospective studies of archived 
tumour samples, providing new research cohorts 
and access to rare cancers.

The new machine was co-funded by an Ian Potter 
Foundation equipment grant, a Cancer Institute 
NSW Grant, a commitment by the University of 
Sydney’s Deputy-Vice Chancellor for Research and 
a contribution from NSW Health Pathology.

The new microscope will be housed in Westmead 
Hospital’s newly renovated electron microscopy 
suite and will be available for use by all Westmead 
Research Hub scientists. A second dedicated 
research TEM is also en-route, so stay tuned for 
more exciting equipment news!

The Westmead Redevelopment recently 
launched its arts and culture strategy, aimed at 
transforming experiences at Westmead through 
the arts across healthcare, education, training 
and research. 

The strategy – a partnership between Western 
Sydney Local Health District, the Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead and the University of 
Sydney – is designed to embed arts and culture 
into the fabric of the Westmead precinct, including 
its new hospital building and refurbished spaces.

Fourteen projects have been endorsed for the 
new facility, with exciting artwork set to adorn 
new clinical spaces, waiting areas, the new plaza 
forecourt and the Innovation Centre. 

To get involved in the ArtsLab@Westmead, 
contact Marily at marily.cintra@health.nsw.gov.au 

The Westmead Connectivity Centre, a Multiplex 
initiative, is a hub for collaboration and support, 
matching job seekers with providers, and 
creating genuine opportunities for the western 
Sydney community.
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PARRAMATTA  
LIGHT RAIL 

SISTERS LIGHT UP 
HOSPITAL CORRIDORS

Artist’s impression of the light rail station 
near The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

Maddy interviewing Brielle as part  
of the Jeans for Genes campaign
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Roadworks happening in Parramatta

Later this year, staff, students, researchers, 
visitors and patients across the Westmead 
precinct will start to see roadworks taking place 
around Parramatta. 

These enabling works, while not directly along 
the Parramatta Light Rail route, will ensure traffic 
can move in and around Parramatta during 
construction and once the light rail is operational. 

In the Parramatta CBD, George Street will 
become two-way, while in North Parramatta, 
O’Connell Street will be widened to four lanes 
as part of road and traffic changes, ahead of 
Parramatta Light Rail construction. 

Works will involve relocating underground 
utilities, modifying or installing traffic lights, road 
reconditioning, redirecting traffic flows and 
changes to parking. 

The Parramatta Light Rail project team will 
continue to keep the community, including people 
across the Westmead precinct, and any impacted 
businesses and residents informed.

For more information about enabling works, visit 
www.parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au and view the 
enabling works fact sheet and media release. 

Visiting Westmead Hospital to talk light rail

Last month, the Parramatta Light Rail project team 
visited Westmead Hospital to give staff, students, 
patients, researchers and visitors an update on 
the light rail project.

Visitors spoke positively about the Parramatta Light 
Rail Stage 1 and 2 alignments, with many saying 
they were looking forward to the “turn up and go” 
services along the route - some even asked if the 
light rail could be delivered before 2023!

If you missed the Parramatta Light Rail project 
team this time, see where they’ll be next at  
www.parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au. The team  
will also visit The Children’s Hospital at  
Westmead in November.

Stage 1 of the Parramatta Light Rail will connect 
Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta CBD 
and Camellia, with a two-way track spanning 12 
kilometres. It is expected to open in 2023. The 
route will link Parramatta’s CBD and train station 
to the Westmead precinct, Parramatta North, the 
new Western Sydney Stadium, the Camellia town 
centre, Rosehill Gardens Racecourse and three 
Western Sydney University campuses.

Any regular visitor to The Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead would know the bubbling balls of energy 
that are Briella and Maddy Luk.

The sisters have been inpatients since April 2018 
and, unfortunately, aren’t going home any time soon. 
But that doesn’t worry them, because they have 
decorated their shared room like a bedroom, they’ve 
made friends with all the patients and staff – plus 
they just love the place!

Both Maddy, 8, and Briella, 4, have a genetic 
disease called diastrophic dysplasia. They were also 

born with a cleft palate, have difficulty breathing 
due to the size of their ribs, and have developed 
kyphoscoliosis, a deformation of the spine.

In May 2018, they had a procedure to insert metal 
pins into their skulls, which are then fixed to a halo. 
Over the last few months, their spines have been 
lengthened by a pulley system. The next step will 
be spinal fusion surgery, hopefully by Christmas.

Over the last three years, the girls have become the 
faces of the Children’s Medical Research Institute’s 
Jeans for Genes campaign. This year alone, they’ve 

been on the front page of The Sun-Herald and 
charmed a national audience on Channel 10’s 
The Project. Their parents, Nicole and Bernard, 
are incredible supporters of research and will do 
anything to help educate the public about rare 
genetic diseases.

The girls are also regular visitors to the Westmead 
Redevelopment construction site, as part of a 
partnership between The Children’s Hospital School 
and the project. 



partnerships across the precinct, and in our 
evidence-based approach to patient care; the 
new library provides a space to continue and 
build upon this great work.”

Director of the university’s Westmead initiative 
and representative for the vice-chancellor 

Westmead Hospital’s new-look $3.5 million 
library has officially opened, offering staff and 
students a renovated, contemporary space to 
study and learn.

Member for Parramatta Geoff Lee officially 
opened the new Westmead Hospital Library in 
August, following months of construction work.

The refurbished library, which was first built in the 
1970s, was funded by the University of Sydney 
and delivered by Western Sydney Local Health 
District, and includes a vast digital and print 
collection, along with a new lounge area with the 
latest journals on display, new clinical scenario 
simulation rooms, purpose-built rooms for 
exams, and a pathology tutorial room, housing 
historic specimens.

It also includes a consultation pod, where users 
can seek more extensive assistance, phone 
charging stations and bookable meeting rooms.

STATE-OF-THE-ART  
$3.5MILLION 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 
REFURBISHMENT  
OPENS AT WESTMEAD

Parramatta MP Geoff Lee, Westmead Hospital Library manager 
Linda Mulheron, Western Sydney Local Health District’s Research and 

Education Network director Professor Stephen Leeder and director 
of the University of Sydney’s Westmead Initiative Professor Chris Peck.

WSLHD chief executive Danny O’Connor said the 
investment in education, training and research 
facilities would support western Sydney’s 
growing population and increased knowledge-
based jobs.

“This space is ideal for Westmead’s diverse 
students, educators, researchers and clinicians 
in their life-long study journey,” he said.

“It is a place where expertise will grow, 
discoveries will be made, and knowledge will be 
shared among peers and colleagues.”

Mr O’Connor said the library embodied the spirit 
of innovation and collaboration that Westmead is 
known for.

“Westmead is committed to embedding 
education, training and research in everything 
we do. It is reflected in our teaching and learning 

Professor Chris Peck said the library was 
an important component of the ongoing 
redevelopment of Westmead as a global centre 
of health, research and education excellence.

“The library’s facilities are not only upgraded, they 
are transformed,” he said.

“The university is committed to the original vision 
for Westmead, first developed in the 1960s, to 
be a place where game-changing innovations 
in health, education and research can thrive; 
such innovations depend just as much on smart 
facilities as talented people, and the University 
of Sydney is proud to be part of the renewed 
transformation of Westmead to that end.

“The library is an important component of 
the ongoing redevelopment of Westmead as 
a global centre of health, research and edu 
cation excellence.”

The opening of the new library is the latest in a 
series of collaborations between the university 
and the health district, which included the new 
Westmead Education and Conference Centre – a 
$9.3 million state-of-the-art teaching and learning 
space that re-opened at the hospital last year.

The university and WSLHD will continue to 
work together to build contemporary teaching 
and learning spaces, as the university prepares 
to occupy 1.5 floors in the new central acute 
services building at Westmead. The building is 
set for completion in 2020.

The Westmead health, education and research 
precinct currently supports around 2000 students 
and 13,000 scientists, clinicians, educators and 
other professionals and the figures are expected 
to grow to more than 6000 students and 30,000 
staff by 2036.

“THE LIBRARY IS AN 
IMPORTANT COMPONENT 
OF THE ONGOING 
REDEVELOPMENT OF 
WESTMEAD AS A  
GLOBAL CENTRE OF  
HEALTH, RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION EXCELLENCE.” 
- PROFESSOR CHRIS PECK

“THIS SPACE IS IDEAL FOR 
WESTMEAD’S DIVERSE 
STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, 
RESEARCHERS AND 
CLINICIANS IN THEIR LIFE-
LONG STUDY JOURNEY,” 
- WSLHD CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
DANNY O’CONNOR
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The Precinct Post is an initiative of the NSW Government’s 
Westmead Redevelopment.

Enquiries about the Precinct Post should be directed to the 
Westmead Redevelopment project office on 1800 990 296 
or WSLHD-WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au 

Westmead 
Redevelopment


