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The strategy 
The Westmead Redevelopment project’s Arts and 

Culture Strategy has been developed in consultation 

with staff, students, patients, carers, families, visitors 

and community members. Health and Arts Research 

Centre (HARC) has been engaged to develop  

and implement the strategy. 

 

The strategy outlines how arts and culture will be 

embedded in the new hospital building and integrate 

with established programs and initiatives.  

 

The strategy guides the roll-out of the project’s arts 

and culture program, which will help patients, visitors, 

families, staff, students and researchers feel 

welcome, safe and connected across the precinct  

and help to improve the health and well-being of all 

who visit Westmead. Research supports the positive  

impact that artwork can have on patient wellness  

and recovery, particularly images of nature, including 

the sky and landscapes.   

 

This document is a summary of the strategy endorsed 

by the Westmead Redevelopment Arts and Culture 

Advisory Committee, Western Sydney Local Health 

District, the Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network and 

the University of Sydney. 

 

The strategy’s front cover. 

Consultation 

The Westmead Redevelopment project’s Arts and 

Culture Strategy has been developed in consultation 

with staff, students, patients, carers, families, visitors 

and community members. 

More than 1000 people gave us their feedback and 

shared their vision during the process.  

The consultation process included: 

 Visits to wards, workplaces and student areas 

across the Westmead precinct 

 Art workshops at community centres, 

Westmead Hospital, The Children’s Hospital at  

Westmead, the Redbank School and  

childcare centres  

 Discussions with Aboriginal Elders and 

Aboriginal community members 

 Meetings with Westmead precinct partners 

 Online and face-to-face surveys    

Download a copy: 
 

westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/

news-and-publications/ 

strategic-documents 
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Themes 

Seven themes emerged from the consultation 

process.  

These themes are a way to explain what matters 

most to patients, carers, community members, 

residents, staff and students at Westmead.  

The seven themes for arts and culture initiatives at 

Westmead are: 

1. A healing environment that is connected  

to nature 

2. Understanding and respecting Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people 

3. Embracing diversity and engaging  

local communities 

4. Engaging and contemporary art 

5. Promoting a positive identity for Westmead 

6. Westmead as a catalyst for healthy living 

7. A sustainable program to keep  

Westmead vibrant 

Endorsed projects 

Fourteen arts projects were proposed via the Arts  

and Culture Advisory Committee and have been 

endorsed by Western Sydney Local Health District, 

The Children’s Hospital at Westmead and the 

University of Sydney. 

 

Each project will be managed via the committee to 

ensure they are delivered to time, within budget and 

are of a high-quality, consistent with the partner  

organisations’ vision for Westmead.  

 

Projects: 

1. Journeys 

2. Tree of Hippocrates  

3. The Night Sky 

4. Welcome to Country video wall 

5. Digital projection gallery 

6. Tree of Life   

7. The River 

8. Palisade 

9. Tools of Knowledge 

10. Cultural gathering place garden 

11. Sound of Water 

12. Sculpture by Hospital Road 

13. A Sense of Place 

14. The Art of Waiting 

 

Read more about each of the projects in the strategy. 

Download a copy:  

www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/ 

news-and-publications/strategic-documents 

Westmead Redevelopment consumer Jafar Abdi 

holds up his vision for arts. 
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