
FIVE MINUTES WITH: 
DR CAMERON WEBB 

Dr Cameron Webb, Principal Scientist with NSW Health Pathology, Clinical Lecturer in Medicine at The University of Sydney, 
and deputy postgraduate co-ordinator at the Westmead Clinical School.

WESTMEAD REDEVELOPMENT  
INFO HUB
Visitors, patients and staff will be able to keep 
up with the exciting changes coming to the 
Westmead precinct, thanks to a new, state-of-
the-art Information Hub.

ARE YOU OUR NEXT COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CHAMPION?
Are you passionate about healthcare in western 
Sydney? Do you want to be part of the biggest 
health project in the history of NSW – the 
Westmead Redevelopment?

MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK  
WORKS BEGIN
Once completed, the new multi-storey structure 
will represent a significant milestone for the 
Westmead Redevelopment project as the first 
major increase in car parking for staff and visitors 
at Westmead.
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VISITORS, PATIENTS AND STAFF WILL BE ABLE TO KEEP 
UP WITH THE EXCITING CHANGES COMING TO THE 
WESTMEAD PRECINCT, THANKS TO A NEW, STATE-OF-THE-ART 
INFORMATION HUB.

WHAT’S NEW
LATEST UPDATE ON THE REDEVELOPMENT

WESTMEAD REDEVELOPMENT  
INFO HUB
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ARE YOU OUR NEXT COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CHAMPION?

MULTI-
STOREY 
CAR PARK 
WORKS 
BEGIN

Do you have big ideas about healthcare in 
western Sydney? Do you want to help design the 
new central acute services building in Westmead? 
Then we want YOU!

The Westmead Redevelopment project team 
is looking for community members of all ages, 
cultural backgrounds and language groups 
across western Sydney, including former patients, 
carers and those who are – or have been – active 
in the health sector to share their ideas as the 
Westmead precinct is redeveloped.

Participants can be involved as much – or as little! 
– as they want, simply sharing their experiences 
in the healthcare system or joining a team or 
working party to provide ongoing input into the 
Westmead Redevelopment.

More than $900 million has been invested in 
the Westmead Redevelopment, including funds 
for a new acute services building, infrastructure 
upgrades, refurbishments and additional car 
parking.

Right now, community members are involved in 
the planning and design of the new acute services 
building, which will link Westmead Hospital and 
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

Feedback is being given on various areas, 
including the new main entry, patient and family 
waiting areas, a link-way between the hospitals, 
plus clinical spaces like wards and operating 
theatres.

Community members are also currently involved 
in refurbishment planning of Westmead Hospital.

Westmead Hospital general manager Andrew 
Newton said these community perspectives 
would ensure future services were easier to 
access, safe, high-quality and meet patient 
needs.

“Working with patients and visitors to see things 
from each other’s point of view is a vital part of 
designing and building new healthcare facilities,” 
he said.

“Right now, we need the community’s help with 
designing the main entry to the new central acute 
services building - both inside and out.

“No doubt the community will come up with 
fantastic ideas – big and small - and new 
ways of thinking about the spaces and design 
features; the smallest suggestion can make a big 
difference, like adding a patient lounge, widening 
a door or creating a place for visitors of long-term 
patients to make a cup of tea – we want people 
involved in our planning.”

Dalya Karezi, a student at Western Sydney 
University and the president of the western 
Sydney Refugee Association, recently became 
a consumer representative for the Westmead 
Redevelopment project.

The 23-year-old from Prestons, who is pursuing 
a career in health, wanted to ensure the views 

If you’d like to find out more about becoming a consumer representative you can email WSLHD-WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au 
or call us on 1800 990 296. We also have more information on our website at www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/get-involved

You may have noticed new signage appearing on 
the hoarding surrounding the construction site for 
the new multi-storey car park along Institute and 
Darcy road. 

For many commuters, visitors and precinct staff 
this represents the first highly visible piece of 
construction work being undertaken as a part the 
Westmead Redevelopment. It is in this high traffic 
zone that we will begin to see the new building 
being built level by level between now and mid-
2017.

Visitors, patients and staff will be able to keep 
up with the exciting changes coming to the 
Westmead precinct, thanks to a new, state-of-
the-art Information Hub.

The hub houses all the latest information 
associated with the Westmead Redevelopment 
which includes all major changes across the 
precinct.

The hub is fitted with a TV and two iPads, which 
allows patrons to view an interactive presentation 
about the project and offer feedback on the 
redevelopment. Printed fact sheets have also 
been made available.

“THE HUB WILL BE A SPACE OF CONSTANT CHANGE AND IMPROVEMENT – WE’RE LOOKING 
AT OPTIONS TO AUGMENT IT WITH NEW AND EXCITING TECHNOLOGY; WE WANT IT TO BE AS 
ENGAGING AS POSSIBLE FOR VISITORS” - ANDREW NEWTON

Staff, families and visitors to The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead will also have the 
opportunity to check out the regular pop-up 
information booth to learn more about the future 
plans for The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

Westmead Hospital general manager Andrew 
Newton said the hub’s content and look would 
continually change as work develops.

“We want this space to be a primary point 
of contact for all the information about the 
Westmead Redevelopment for new visitors to the 
precinct,” he said.

“The hub will be a space of constant change 
and improvement – we’re looking at options to 

If your patients or visitors have questions about the redevelopment, point them 
towards the hub or to the project website: WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au

of patients and visitors were reflected in future 
hospital projects.

“Western Sydney Local Health District has 
exponential opportunities to not only improve 
our healthcare system, but to create an inclusive 
environment where consumers and local 
communities are empowered and encouraged to 
participate in their own care,” she said.

“I think there are also potential opportunities for 
young people to bring their ideas, creativity and 
experience to help shape tomorrow’s healthcare 
system.”

Among the many opportunities to be involved, 
the Westmead Redevelopment project is looking 
for people to attend an upcoming workshop 
offering ideas about the main entrance to the 
acute services building, including outdoor green 
spaces and the main foyer.

augment it with new and exciting technology; we 
want it to be as engaging as possible for visitors”.

The Information Hub will remain in Westmead 
Hospital’s main entrance for the duration of the 
redevelopment.

It will also provide a new permanent home for 
Westmead Hospital’s valuable volunteer service.

The space has been designed so that volunteers 
can engage with visitors and patients and 
continue the dialogue around how Westmead 
can be improved and innovated. The idea of 
having the volunteers desk as a part of the design 
of the Information Hub was a natural fit.

The volunteers are often the first point of contact 
for visitors and help them find their way around 
the hospital. With changes and refurbishments 
happening around Westmead Hospital the 
volunteers will be up to date on what’s happening.

WESTMEAD REDEVELOPMENT  
INFO HUB

Once completed, the new multi-storey structure 
will represent a significant milestone for the 
Westmead Redevelopment project as the first 
major increase in car parking for staff and visitors 
at Westmead.

The new facility will consist of eight levels and 
provide 1250 car spaces. 

The new multi-storey car park is just one element 
of the $72 million which has been committed for 
car parking at Westmead. This includes a new 
modern car park management system for the 
precinct, additional staff parking, better security, 
improved lighting, footpaths and CCTV. 

The Westmead Redevelopment team are 
working hard to ensure the safety of all staff and 
visitors. As always, if you have any questions 
or wish to report any issues, please contact 
us on 1800 990 296 or email us at: WSLHD-
WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au
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THE CHANGING FACE OF 
EMERGENCY AT THE CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL AT WESTMEAD

Jill Gregory is a dedicated paediatric nurse in 
the Emergency Department at The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead. She travels from her home 
in Rydalmere to work every day. In the years to 
come, Jill’s work space will be relocated to the 
central acute services building, the new shared 
hospital building. With the Parramatta Light Rail 
project recently announced, she may think about 
how her future commute could be improved by 
leaving the car at home. 

Jill has worked in the Emergency Department 
at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead since 
2004; before this she worked on the wards as a 
nurse. Jill was one of the staff who moved from 
Camperdown to Westmead when the hospital 
relocated to western Sydney in 1995 in response 
to the growing population. We sat down with Jill 
to discuss her work in the fast-paced Emergency 
Department and to find out what the future 
changes across the precinct will mean for her. 

“There is a lot of variety working in ED, and it is a 
constantly changing environment. When families 
come to us, they are anxious and frightened. A 
huge part of our role is providing reassurance and 
helping parents or carers to understand what is 
happening to their child and what we can do to 
care for them.

“I love the fast pace and ever-changing nature 
of emergency medicine. It is why I have stayed 
here as long as I have. However, as the years 
have gone by, we have seen a real increase in 
the number of patients coming to see us and the 
space we are in no longer meets our needs.”

Over time, the department has been altered and 
expanded to try and meet demand and changing 
models of care, but it is no longer fit for purpose.

The Westmead Redevelopment will begin to solve 
some of the challenges being faced by Jill and 
her colleagues in the Emergency Department as 
the population in western Sydney grows rapidly. 
When the new central acute services building 
opens in 2020 Emergency will be relocated. 

“Something as simple as having ensuite 
bathrooms in isolation rooms will make a huge 
difference to immuno suppressed patients. Other 
things like more short stay beds will mean we 
can move patients through quickly and get them 
comfortable.

“When we moved from Camperdown to 
Westmead it was so exciting to be working in 
a new facility with the most modern technology 
and I am really excited to be going through that 
change again. These are exciting times ahead.”

The 2016 Master Plan for The Children’s Hospital 
at Westmead outlines the proposal for what could 
be included in the building, which in addition to 
our Emergency Department includes a satellite 
imaging facility collocated with the Emergency 
Department and a short stay inpatient unit for 
medical and surgical patients.

These and other changes occurring across the 
precinct will have a profound effect on staff, 
patients and families. For Jill it will mean she will 
be working in an Emergency Department that is 
bigger in size and built in anticipation of the future 
demands on the Hospital, meaning more patients 
will be seen in a timely manner and its facilities 
completely meet their needs.

“A HUGE PART OF OUR ROLE IS PROVIDING 
REASSURANCE AND HELPING PARENTS OR 
CARERS TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS HAPPENING 
TO THEIR CHILD AND WHAT WE CAN DO TO 
CARE FOR THEM.” - JILL GREGORY

help shape policy and practice on how they can 
protect the public.

Mosquitoes will always be a health hazard – 
consider the recent Zika outbreak – and with 
the changing climate, increasing international 
travel, and urban development close to wetlands, 
there will always be a health risk associated with 
mosquitoes and other insects.

HOW RELEVANT TO YOUR WORK IS 
COLOCATION AT THE WESTMEAD 
PRECINCT?

Collaboration between NSW Health Pathology 
and various scientists at The Marie Bashir 
Institute for Infectious Diseases and Biosecurity 
is ongoing. Being able to be part of a significant 
health research, education and services hub is 
really important to us because we need to know 
about more than just the insects, we need to 
know about the pathogens, about the pathology 
and diagnosis of cases. Integrating all this is 
important to better understanding the risks posed 
by insects to the public. Colocation facilitates that 
integration.

FIVE MINUTES WITH: 
DR CAMERON WEBB

WHAT DO YOU DO?

I’m a medical entomologist. I provide advice to 
local, state and federal government agencies 
on managing mosquitoes and mosquito-borne 
disease risk. I also deliver lectures in various 
degrees across medicine and science. As 
a postgraduate co-ordinator, I interact with 
more than 150 postgrad students, helping with 
their professional development and studies. 
As a consultant, I work with public and private 
organisations to minimise or control insect 
problems. I’ve worked on projects ranging 
from Sydney Olympic Park to major residential 
developments.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

In some respects, we’re the national reference 
lab for medical entomology. Most states have a 
lab that deals with mosquitoes, but at Westmead, 
we deal with all insects and arthropods that bite, 
sting and cause annoyance. We’re working to 
understand why things like bed bugs, ticks, fleas 
and mosquitoes can be a health hazard, and how 
to mitigate these risks for the community. We also 
work with state and federal health agencies to 

FIVE MINUTES 
WITH: DR CAMERON 
WEBB, PRINCIPAL 
SCIENTIST WITH NSW 
HEALTH PATHOLOGY, 
CLINICAL LECTURER 
IN MEDICINE AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 
SYDNEY, AND DEPUTY 
POSTGRADUATE  
CO-ORDINATOR 
AT THE WESTMEAD 
CLINICAL SCHOOL.
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THE FUTURE OF WESTMEAD IS 
HAPPENING NOW
Westmead Hospital’s “medical cohort of the 
future” arrived at the precinct earlier this year to 
start the next stage of their career in health.

More than 70 medical interns took up positions 
at the hospital, undertaking compulsory terms in 
medicine, surgery and emergency.

Western Sydney Local Health District chief 
executive Danny O’Connor said the start of the 
internship was a great milestone in the life of 
every young doctor.

“The first two years of postgraduate training for 
doctors is vital for developing a highly skilled 
workforce,” he said.

Westmead Hospital also proved popular with 
nursing and midwifery graduates, attracting the 
highest number of graduates of any hospital 
across the state.

Nearly 120 new nurses joined the hospital’s 
ranks, with many listing the hospital as their first 
preference for study and training.

Western Sydney Local Health District executive 
director of nursing and midwifery Joanne 
Edwards said the high demand was good news 
for the precinct’s future.

“The health sector in western Sydney is growing 
rapidly,” she said.

“We want to be the workplace of choice for 
western Sydney students looking to start their 
career.”

The graduates are set to work in a range of clinical 
settings, including acute hospital wards, mental 
health units, aged care facilities, paediatrics, 
emergency and operating theatres.

“We could not function without these vital staff, 
who provide round-the-clock care and support 
to our patients in hospital, at home, or in the 
community,” Ms Edwards said.

“They are at the forefront of patient care, providing 
assistance throughout the patient’s journey”.

The Fibrogene online calculator works by 
combining results from the genetic test with 
simple clinical variables including age, platelet 
count and liver enzyme markers. The tool 
then applies sophisticated statistical analysis 
to accurately identify the likelihood of fibrosis 
progression. 

Director of the Westmead Institute’s Storr Liver 
Centre, Professor Jacob George says, “The 
test has far-reaching implications for managing 
patients with liver disease. Right now, doctors 
can’t accurately tell their patients whether they 
are at risk of developing rapid liver fibrosis which 
will require specialised treatment, or if they are in 
a low risk category and a change in their lifestyle 
could help to improve their liver health.”

PREDICTIVE CALCULATOR HELPS 
DOCTORS MANAGE LIVER 
DISEASE EPIDEMIC

Researchers at the Westmead Institute for 
Medical Research are developing a new clinical 
tool that can predict the risk of fibrosis progression 
in patients suffering from liver disease and help 
inform personalised treatments for the condition. 

In a world-first last year, researchers from the 
Institute’s Storr Liver Centre identified a genetic 
predictor - interferon lamba 3 – which could 
determine whether patients have a risk of rapid 
liver scarring.

Less than a year later, the researchers have 
now progressed their findings from the bench to 
the bedside, with the development of an online 
calculator that can assist doctors to quickly and 
accurately predict liver fibrosis.

The prediction model (on which the tool is based) 
is called Fibrogene-DT. It stems from a large 
cohort study, involving 4200 patients with liver 
disease, published in the Journal of Hepatology 
last year. 

“RIGHT NOW, DOCTORS CAN’T ACCURATELY 
TELL THEIR PATIENTS WHETHER THEY ARE AT RISK 
OF DEVELOPING RAPID LIVER FIBROSIS WHICH 
WILL REQUIRE SPECIALISED TREATMENT, OR IF 
THEY ARE IN A LOW RISK CATEGORY AND A 
CHANGE IN THEIR LIFESTYLE COULD HELP TO 
IMPROVE THEIR LIVER HEALTH.”  
- PROFESSOR JACOB GEORGE

To access the Fibrogene online calculator, visit: www.fibrogene.com

“WE COULD NOT FUNCTION WITHOUT THESE VITAL 
STAFF, WHO PROVIDE ROUND-THE-CLOCK CARE 
AND SUPPORT TO OUR PATIENTS IN HOSPITAL, AT 
HOME, OR IN THE COMMUNITY” - JOANNE EDWARDS
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“WE ARE COMMITTED TO PARTNERING WITH KEY ORGANISATIONS IN THE PRECINCT AND 
DRAWING ON OUR EXTENSIVE RESEARCH AND TEACHING EXPERTISE ACROSS WESTERN 
SYDNEY TO ENABLE DEMONSTRABLE IMPROVEMENTS IN HEALTH ON THE GROUND”  
- UNIVERSITY’S VICE-CHANCELLOR PROFESSOR BARNEY GLOVER

The creation of knowledge through research 
underpins many improvements in Australia’s 
health system, but there are many occasions 
where research and education advancements do 
not progress into better patient care. 

Western Sydney University has established the 
Translational Health Research Institute (THRI) 
to ensure important research has a direct and 
positive impact on health outcomes for the 
people of western Sydney and beyond. 

THRI works with multi-disciplinary research teams 
and clinicians to develop practical solutions to 
specific health issues; utilising both new, cutting-

edge research and existing research from around 
the world; and refining it to work in our region. 
Importantly, THRI has a strong focus on the 
frameworks and system changes required to 
translate research and knowledge into improving 
health policy and practice.

“Greater synergy between health research, 
education and practice is critical to bringing about 
sustained improvements in patient outcomes 
and healthier communities. Western Sydney 
University and THRI will drive the realisation of 
this objective collaboratively within the Westmead 
Medical Precinct”, said the University’s Vice-
Chancellor Professor Barney Glover.

TRANSLATION AT HEART OF 
RESEARCH AT WESTERN  
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY

“We are committed to partnering with key 
organisations in the precinct and drawing on 
our extensive research and teaching expertise 
across western Sydney to enable demonstrable 
improvements in health on the ground.”

For more information on THRI and  
Western Sydney University, visit   
www.westernsydney.edu.au/THRI

“GENE THERAPY IS THE 
FUTURE OF MEDICINE, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES 
TO DEALING WITH THE 
NEARLY 6000 RARE GENETIC 
DISEASES AFFECTING 
CHILDREN IN AUSTRALIA AND 
AROUND THE WORLD.”  
- DR LESZEK LISOWSKI

GENOME ENGINEERING 
AT WESTMEAD

Gene therapy and genome-engineering in NSW 
has received a boost, with the opening of the new 
Vector and Genome Engineering Facility (VGEF) 
at the Children’s Medical Research Institute at 
Westmead.

The facility was funded by NSW Health as 
part of its paediatric research initiative and will 
provide the latest genome-engineering and 
Adeno Associated Virus (AAV) vector technology 
to researchers at the Westmead precinct and 
beyond. 

AAV vectors are microscopic tools for 
delivering a healthy copy gene to cells. “This 
technology is vital for research and also has 
the potential to treat and even cure a huge 
range of genetic diseases, as well as cancer,”  
facility manager Dr Leszek Lisowski said.

The AAV expertise that Dr Lisowski brings from 
the Salk Institute in the United States allows the 
facility to provide custom-targeted AAV vectors, 
never before produced in Australia. 

The aim is to speed up Australian research - any 
discipline that makes use of gene editing or viral 
vectors will gain an advantage from making use 
of the facility.

“Gene therapy is the future of medicine, especially 
when it comes to dealing with the nearly 6000 rare 
genetic diseases affecting children in Australia 
and around the world,” Dr Lisowski said.

The VGEF facility can be contacted via info@cmri.org.au
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The Precinct Post is an initiative of the NSW Government’s 
Westmead Redevelopment.

Inquiries about the Precinct Post should be directed to the 
Westmead Redevelopment project office on 1800 990 296 
or WSLHD-WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au 


