
The $1 billion Westmead Redevelopment project has reaffirmed its commitment to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people, launching its legacy strategy and action plan at an event in May 2018.

WESTMEAD  
PRECINCT
Work on the exciting new master plan for the 
Westmead precinct has continued, with a range 
of government and industry partners gathering 
to share their feedback on the plan’s vision for 
the future.

WESTMEAD  
RESEARCH
A $41m investment in the world-first cancer 
proteomics project ProCan® has reaffirmed Australia’s 
reputation as an internationally recognised research 
leader in cancer precision medicine.

WESTMEAD  
TRANSPORT
During May, the Parramatta Light Rail team 
presented The Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
with a cheque for $1776.50 to fund wheelchairs 
as part of the Bandaged Bear Appeal.
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WELCOME, SAFE, CONNECTED: 
WESTMEAD ABORIGINAL 
LEGACY STRATEGY LAUNCHED

Aboriginal dancer Sean Choolburra during the 
launch of the Westmead Redevelopment project’s 

Aboriginal Legacy Strategy and Action Plan
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“This strategy was shaped by the community, 
local Elders, and Aboriginal staff at Western 
Sydney Local Health District and the Sydney 
Children’s Hospitals Network,” she said.

“We are committed to continuing to work 
hand-in-hand with our community, staff and 
partners to address barriers to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people accessing 
healthcare services and employment.”

Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network 
Aboriginal health management advisor Lisa 
Crawford said an Aboriginal world view was 
central to the development of the strategy.

“The Westmead Redevelopment has provided 
us with an opportunity to work in true 
collaboration and partnership with communities 
to address health inequalities in all aspects of 
life for Aboriginal people,” she said.

“It has reinforced our commitment to 
addressing barr iers, and helping our 
Aboriginal patients and their families feel 
connected to services at Westmead.”

The strategy has been distributed across 
the Westmead precinct, including to staff 
at Westmead Hospital and The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead.

WELCOME, SAFE, CONNECTED:  
WESTMEAD HOME TO NEW LEGACY STRATEGY

The $1 billion Westmead Redevelopment 
project has reaffirmed its commitment to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
launching its legacy strategy and action plan 
at an event in May 2018. Revealed before 
Aboriginal Elders and hospital staff, the legacy 
strategy intends to close the gap at Westmead, 
committing to creating a welcoming, safe and 
connected environment in the new hospital 
building and refurbished spaces.

It also affirms the redevelopment project’s 
goal to provide employment and education 
opportunities to Aboriginal communities.  
The project will also embed an Aboriginal world 
view of culture, language, kinship and country 
through its arts program and new building.

Westmead Redevelopment executive director 
Leena Singh said the strategy aimed to build 
trust with the Aboriginal community.

Aboriginal dancer Sean Choolburra performs the dragonfly dance in front of local 
Aboriginal artist Leanne Tobin’s artwork Dance of the Dragonflies.

During the launch event, the Westmead Redevelopment also revealed a 
dragonfly artwork, produced by local Darug artist Leanne Tobin.



Former Australian of the Year and Nobel 
Laureate Professor Peter Doherty was on-hand 
to celebrate the Westmead Medical Research 
Institute’s 21st birthday. “[The Westmead 
Institute for Medical Research] is a terrific 
asset for western Sydney and for Australia. 
Congratulations to everyone who has been 
involved in and supported this great enterprise,” 
he said.

Other dignitaries joined the celebrations at Oatlands 
House, including NSW Minister for Health and 
Medical Research Brad Hazzard and Lord Mayor 
of Parramatta Andrew Wilson, who both extended 
messages of support and congratulations.

NOBEL LAUREATE  
JOINS CELEBRATIONS   
AS WESTMEAD  
INSTITUTE TURNS 21

Attendees cut the birthday cake, signifying 21 years of the Westmead Institute for Medical Research.

Westmead Institute executive director 
Professor Tony Cunningham said the evening 
was a celebration of the institute’s proud 
history and achievements.

“This is an exciting year for the Westmead 
Institute – we’re 21 and of course we’re 
celebrating! We are celebrating our history and 
achievements and we are looking towards a 
bright future,” he said.

“Over the past 21 years, our researchers have 
made significant breakthroughs in some of 
the biggest health issues facing our society, 
including breast and ovarian cancer, melanoma, 
leukaemia, diabetes, HIV, multiple sclerosis, 

kidney and liver diseases, heart and respiratory 
diseases, and mental health.

“Together, we have built this institute – 21 years 
young – that now holds a pre-eminent position in 
health and medical research in NSW and Australia.

“Together, we will show the Westmead Institute 
can thrive for the next 20, 50 and 100 years.”

A $41m investment in the world-first cancer 
proteomics project ProCan® has reaffirmed 
Australia’s reputation as an internationally recognised 
research leader in cancer precision medicine.

In late April, the Federal Government committed 
$20 million to ProCan, and the NSW Government 
committed $21 million for provision of new building 
space at the Children’s Medical Research Institute 
in Westmead to expand ProCan.

Cancer proteogenomics, the large-scale study of 
cancer proteins and DNA, is considered the next 
major step in cancer precision medicine.

ProCan’s researchers will analyse thousands 
of proteins in up to 70,000 cancers of all types 
from patients worldwide, and will use advanced 

TWO TIERS OF GOVERNMENT INVEST 
$41M IN PRECISION MEDICINE

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian and NSW Health Minister Brad Hazzard met 
former cancer patient Elizabeth Doughty and her mother Natasha.

computational techniques to learn how to 
accurately diagnose and predict the most effective 
treatments for each cancer. This will remove some 
of the trial-and-error element of cancer treatment.

“Our aim is to develop the ability to predict the 
most appropriate treatment for each individual 
cancer patient”, CMRI director and ProCan  
co-director Professor Roger Reddel said.

“There are good reasons to expect that  
increasing the percentage of patients whose first-
line treatment is the one that is most effective for 
their cancer will increase overall cure rates. And, 
just as importantly, by avoiding treatments that 
may be effective for others but futile for them, 
patients will be spared unnecessary treatment 
side effects.”

The ProCan team is multidisciplinary, with groups in 
diverse fields including proteomics, cancer biology and 
oncology, anatomical pathology, computer science, 
software engineering, data science and mathematics. 
The ProCan program is highly collaborative, and is 
working with leading cancer research groups around 
Australia and internationally.
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ROBOTIC SURGERY HELPS TAYLOR 
RECEIVE A BRONZE MEDAL IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES

WORLD-RENOWNED SCIENCE 
AND MEDICAL EXPERTS MEET IN 
WESTERN SYDNEY TO DISCUSS 
PARTICLE THERAPY IN AUSTRALIA

For 25-year-old Taylor Doyle to make the 
Commonwealth Games, she needed to 
overcome her constant pain caused by 
a genet ic condit ion known as Tuberous 
Sclerosis Complex (TSC). She needed a 
quick plan of action to help her achieve her 
goal. She had not trained for 18 months, due 
to constant pain following the Rio Olympics, 
where she received a silver medal.

Taylor sought advice from Prof Andrew Brooks 
and Prof Howard Lau, urologists at Westmead 
Private Hospital.  After discussing the best 
treatment plan for Taylor, Prof Brooks and 
Lau made the decision to undertake a partial 
nephrectomy, using robotic technology in 
November last year.

Prof Howard Lau & Prof Andrew Brooks with 
Commonwealth Games medal winner Taylor Doyle

This meant less pain, less risk, less scarring 
and a quicker recovery time for Taylor. Within 
eight weeks, she was back to training, with 
her focus on making the Commonwealth 
Games, driving her in her recovery. 

Recently, Taylor sent the home crowd into a 
frenzy when she competed in the T38 long 
jump and received a bronze medal.

Without the expert ise of local urological 
surgeons Prof Brooks and Lau, Taylor may not 
have been able to participate and compete 
against other world-class athletes.

Nearly 150 Australian and international cancer 
researchers, clinicians, scientists and academics 
gathered in western Sydney recently for the 2018 
National Particle Therapy Symposium. 

The two-day clinical and research symposium was 
officially opened by Parramatta MP Geoff Lee and 
facilitated by ABC’s Dr Norman Swan, and saw 
leading clinical experts participate in health, research 
and education discussions that support the case for 
a national collaborative particle therapy network in 
Australia, including a national particle therapy and 
research centre with carbon ions and protons at 
Westmead, NSW, in alliance with proton therapy 
centres in other states.  

Particle therapy is a form of cancer treatment that 
uses beams of energetic protons and carbon ions. 
There are 14 carbon ion centres and 68 proton 

International speaker Dr Piero Fossati presents at the National Particle Therapy Symposium.

facilities worldwide, but there is currently no similar 
facility in Australasia. Emerging evidence suggests 
particle therapy has the potential to offer more 
precise treatment of tumours than photons alone. 
This has the potential to lower radiation doses to 
surrounding healthy tissue and reduce the risk of 
radiation-induced secondary cancers. This may be 
particularly beneficial for children with cancer as it 
could reduce damage to their rapidly-developing 
normal cells.

Internationally renowned speakers including Profs 
Emmanuel Tsemelis and Manjit Dosanjh from 
the European Organisation for Nuclear Research 
(CERN), Dr Piero Fossati and Dr Peter Urschutz 
from MedAustron in Austria, Prof Suzie Sheehy 
from Oxford University and A/Prof Shannon 
MacDonald from Harvard University shared their 
experience on current particle therapy treatments, 

research and opportunities for collaboration at the 
symposium, along with leading Australian experts 
from Westmead Hospital, ANSTO, the universities 
of Sydney, Wollongong, South Australia and 
Melbourne, Royal Adelaide Hospital, Metro North 
in Brisbane and the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
in Victoria.

A national steering committee, comprised of 
clinical experts from health organisations in NSW, 
Queensland and South Australia, along with ANSTO 
and universities from across Australia, have been 
exploring the opportunity to establish Australia’s first 
carbon ion particle therapy facility at Westmead.
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NEW STUDENTS,  
NEW OPPORTUNITIES,  
NEW IDEAS

WORKSHOPS HEAR  
NEW VISION FOR WESTMEAD

Units of study, including a flagship major in Applied Medical Science, will 
be entirely new to the University of Sydney and only taught at Westmead.

Master plan workshop participants discuss 
their vision for the future of Westmead.
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From March 2018, the University of Sydney 
has been teaching several new units of study at 
Westmead, including a flagship major in Applied 
Medical Science. These units of study are entirely 
new to the University of Sydney and are only 
taught at Westmead. 

Drawing on the expertise of Westmead academics 
and the highly translational professional 
environment, around 200 students have 
enrolled at Westmead for semester 1, 2018 
in units including Design Thinking for Health & 

Medicine, the science of Cancer, Research Skills 
& Processes, Interrogating Health & Biomedical 
Data, and, as part of the university’s new 
curriculum, a pilot industry and community project 
unit: How emerging technologies will impact the 
future health workforce. 

These courses, which offer new opportunities for 
students across the university, are made possible 
by active collaboration between the Westmead 
precinct partners, university staff at Westmead, 
and staff at Camperdown from the Faculties of 

Science, Medicine and Health, Health Sciences, 
Arts & Social Sciences, Engineering & IT, the 
Business School, and the School of Architecture, 
Design & Planning. 

These initiatives will continue to grow, with 
semester 2, 2018 set to see the commencement 
at Westmead of another three Applied Medical 
Science units, three all-new industry and 
community projects, and the university’s first ever 
Design Thinking in Health & Medicine studio.

Work on the exciting new master plan for the 
Westmead precinct has continued, with a range of 
government and industry partners gathering to share 
their feedback on the plan’s vision for the future.

Representatives from health, education, research, 
transport, government and planning attended 
several workshops, held at the Westmead 
Education and Conference Centre in June, to 
get an update on the master plan and share their 
thoughts on the proposed vision and aspirations 
for the future Westmead Innovation District.

Western Sydney Local Health District director 
of strategy and business Stefan Perkovic said 
the master plan aimed to position Westmead for 
the future.

“This is a really exciting time for Westmead – the 
new master plan creates a vision for Westmead 
as a connected, productive, vibrant place to live, 
work, learn and play, with all the features of a 
world-leading innovation precinct,” she said.

“We had great attendance and participation 
in these workshops from several different 
organisations and we’re excited to continue this 
work with the broader community.”

The new master plan aims to establish Westmead 
as an innovation district, home to integrated, 
vibrant communities. The plan will look at 
improved urban design, infrastructure, transport 
and housing, as well as opportunities to enhance 
Westmead’s world-class health, research and 
education institutes.

In 2017, a consortium of local and international 
talent, led by Cox Architecture, were appointed to 
lead the development of the new master plan.

Last year, more than 25 individual sessions 
were held with a range of organisations, which 
culminated in an intensive two-day design 
charrette where a series of master planning 
principles were developed.

The consortium has since been working with the 
Westmead alliance, and across government and 
industry, to further develop the draft master plan.

The draft master plan will now be finalised before 
it is released to the public later this year.



The Parramatta Light Rail team presented The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead with a cheque 
for $1776.50 to fund wheelchairs as part of the 
Bandaged Bear Appeal.

Parramatta Light Rail program director Tim Poole 
said the project was committed to supporting local 
charities, community events and initiatives.  

“We are excited to provide this donation, which has 
funded three new wheelchairs for The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead. This donation has been 
raised through a number of staff-driven initiatives 
and recognises the Parramatta Light Rail team’s 
support for the communities and areas for whom 
we are building the light rail,” he said.”

Sydney Children’s Hospitals Foundation director 
of fundraising for Westmead Mark Stewart said 
funds from the Bandaged Bear Appeal go towards 

Parramatta Light Rail business support officer Marian Cabrera and program director Tim Poole 
present a cheque to Westmead’s Brian Jackson, Tim Hoffmann, and Dr Ken Peacock.

PARRAMATTA LIGHT RAIL  
LENDS A HELPING HAND TO  
THE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AT WESTMEAD

lifesaving equipment, research into childhood 
diseases and the delivery of world-class services 
for sick kids and their families.

“Seeing our Westmead precinct partners contribute 
to the Bandaged Bear Appeal is fantastic,” he said. 
“It was great to welcome the Parramatta Light Rail 
team to the hospital recently and show them the 
difference they made.”

Stage 1 of Parramatta Light Rail will transform how 
people in Westmead move around and connect with 
the Parramatta CBD and onwards to Carlingford. 
Parramatta Light Rail will support the planned growth 
and projected jobs for the Westmead precinct.

PROJECT 
UPDATE
Transport for NSW continues to plan and 
design Stage 1 of Parramatta Light Rail, 
with site investigation works underway along 
Hawkesbury Road, ahead of major construction 
works. This includes testing ground conditions 
and identifying existing underground utility 
services such as water, telecommunications, 
gas and electricity. 

The Parramatta Light Rail project team will 
continue to keep the Westmead precinct 
partners informed and updated on any works 
within the area.

The launch of a new joint initiative between the 
University of Sydney, Kids Research, Westmead 
Hospital and The Westmead Institute for Medical 
Research brings together researchers and 
health professionals looking to effectively involve 
patients in health and medical research.

The Patient-Centred Research Network, or 
PACER network, focuses on developing the 
evidence about patient priorities and values, 
and establishing meaningful partnerships with 
patients and caregivers.

Patient-centred care is widely advocated as 
fundamental to healthcare delivery across 
Australia and internationally. One of PACER’s 

PICKING UP THE ‘PACER’ FOR 
PATIENT-CENTRED RESEARCH

PACER Network members Associate Professor Allison Tong and Professor 
Jeremy Chapman with family caregiver Chandana Guha at the launch.

goals is to direct research in this same direction, 
and to better align scientific evidence with what is 
important to patients.

PACER Network co-founder Associate Professor 
Allison Tong spoke at the launch about the crucial 
role researchers have to play in contributing to 
this goal. 

“There is strong evidence of a mismatch between 
the outcomes favoured by healthcare providers 
and patients,” she said.

“We, as researchers, need to identify the priorities 
and needs of patients and their families, and 
choose topics and outcomes that are important 
to them.” 

Carer Chandana Guha, who looks after her 
daughter, provided insight into the patient 
journey.  She talked about how research can 
bring hope in times of desperation, and the need 
for research to appeal to the immediate needs of 
patients and families. 

The network will run regular workshops  
and webinars to facilitate knowledge exchange, 
innovation and collaboration in implementing 
and conducting patient-centered outcomes 
research and effective patient engagement  
and involvement.
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The Precinct Post is an initiative of the NSW Government’s 
Westmead Redevelopment.

Enquiries about the Precinct Post should be directed to the 
Westmead Redevelopment project office on 1800 990 296 
or WSLHD-WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au 

Westmead 
Redevelopment


