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Partnerships
This strategy has been developed in  
consultation with:
• Western Sydney Local Health District
• The Children’s Hospital at Westmead
• The University of Sydney 
• Health and Arts Research Centre Inc (HARC)

The Westmead Redevelopment project team  
and Arts and Culture Advisory Committee will 
ensure the strategy complements and aligns with  
existing arts and culture strategies, programs 
and initiatives. 

The project team and advisory group will  
connect with community groups, local councils, 
government agencies and arts organisations to 
investigate opportunities to leverage new and  
existing partnerships.

The strategy
The Westmead Redevelopment project’s Arts 
and Culture Strategy has been developed in  
consultation with staff, students, patients,  
carers, families, visitors and community  
members. Health and Arts Research Centre Inc 
(HARC) has been engaged to develop and  
implement the strategy.

The strategy outlines how arts and culture will  
be embedded in the new hospital building  
and integrate with established programs  
and initiatives. 

The strategy guides the roll-out of the project’s 
arts and culture program, which will help  
patients, visitors, families, staff, students and 
researchers feel welcome, safe and  
connected across the precinct and help to  
improve the health and well-being of all who visit 
Westmead. Research supports the positive  
impact that artwork can have on patient  
wellness and recovery, particularly images of 
nature, including the sky and landscapes.  

This document is a summary of the strategy  
endorsed by the Westmead Redevelopment Arts 
and Culture Advisory Committee, Western  
Sydney Local Health District, the Sydney  
Children’s Hospitals Network and the University 
of Sydney.

Download a copy:
www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/
news-and-publications/strategic-documents

We visited childcare centres in western 
Sydney during the consultation process. 

Photography exhibition at The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead, celebrating 20 years.

2



The integration of arts and culture in the Westmead Redevelopment  
supports the transformation of the precinct into an innovative,  
contemporary and integrated centre which can continue to deliver  
high-quality healthcare, research and education for decades to come. 

This is a project of the University of Sydney’s School of 
Architecture, Design and Planning.

Four goals emerged during the consultation process. 
These goals are guiding the delivery of the strategy,  
including the 14 endorsed projects. 
Goals:

1. Create a sense of place  

through arts and culture

2. Connect to nature and  

healthy living

3. Celebrating diversity

4. Ensure sustainability of the  

arts and culture program

More than 1000 people participated in the development of the  

Westmead Redevelopment Arts and Culture Strategy. This included people from all ages, cultural  

backgrounds and abilities. Together, participants painted a vision of what the contribution of arts 

and culture could be at Westmead. 

This vision is of a vibrant, welcoming and contemporary place, where everyone who comes to 

Westmead feels welcome, safe and connected.

The vision

3



The Westmead Redevelopment project’s Arts and Culture Strategy has been developed in  
consultation with staff, students, patients, carers, families, visitors and community members.

The consultation process included:

• Visits to wards, workplaces and student areas across the Westmead precinct

• Art workshops at community centres, Westmead Hospital, The Children’s Hospital at  

Westmead, the Redbank School and childcare centres and after school programs

• Discussions with Aboriginal Elders and Aboriginal community members

• Meetings with Westmead precinct partners

• Online and face-to-face surveys   

Consultation

University of Sydney Masters of Nursing  
(graduate entry). Students have lots of ideas 
about arts and culture programs at Westmead.

Westmead Hospital food services staff  
were among the many Westmead precinct 
staff who shared their thoughts during the 
consultation process.

Children at a childcare centre draw  
pictures inspired by Westmead.

Westmead Redevelopment consumer  
Viji Dhayanathan holds up his vision  
for Westmead.
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Themes
Seven themes emerged from the consultation process.  

These themes are a way to group what matters most to patients, carers, community members, 
residents, staff and students at Westmead. 

The seven themes for arts and culture initiatives at Westmead are:

Westmead Redevelopment and 
The Children’s Hospital at  
Westmead consumer Michael 
Morris writes his ideas for art 
work themes.

A healing environment that is connected to nature

Understanding and respecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

Embracing diversity and engaging local communities

Engaging and contemporary art

Promoting a positive identity for Westmead

Westmead as a catalyst for healthy living
A sustainable program to keep Westmead vibrant

The themes will guide:

• The design, installation and exhibition of arts pieces within healthcare spaces and services 

• The creation and implementation of programs and initiatives that celebrate the diverse  

Westmead community

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.
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“Connect to nature - like water, 
sky and clouds, which are important  
features of Chinese art.”
- Chinese Youth League member  

Theme 1 - a healing environment that is  
connected to nature

The community want arts and culture to:
• Connect to, celebrate and reflect the local, natural environment
• Provide places for staff, students, carers, visitors and patients to take time out

Many people surveyed expressed a wish for natural materials to be used in sculptural elements 
and designs. 

The Westmead precinct is surrounded by natural environments, including  
Parramatta Park to the east (at the bottom of this photo) and Toongabbie Creek 
to the west (top right). 6



Theme 2 - understanding and respecting  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
Our arts and culture programs and initiatives will:

• Show an awareness of, and respect for, the traditional Aboriginal owners 

• Include a physical expression of a Welcome to Country 

• Promote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture as diverse, evolving, living and rich in 

traditional knowledge

• Offer an opportunity to work with local Elders and engage Aboriginal artists

“When you take the next step, just remember 
the ones that walked the land before.”

Multiplex trainee Kenny Dickson with Aboriginal 
Employment Strategy and Westmead Hospital 
staff. Kenny’s art was a gift to thank Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit staff for the care and  
support provided to his wife and their  
premature baby. 

Westmead precinct staff and Darug Elders 
at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead’s
Aboriginal children’s memorial garden.

-  Darug Elder Uncle Greg Simms during a Welcome to Country video,  
produced by Western Sydney Local Health District. 7



“Multiculturalism and community diversity are 
good ways of connecting people and  
making the hospital a community hub.  
It helps people feel welcome and it highlights 
what makes Westmead unique.”

Theme 3 - embracing diversity and engaging  
local communities
Our community wants:

• Arts and culture projects that promote and celebrate our rich cultural diversity

• Local communities to be involved in the arts and culture program

• Arts and cultural activities that cater for different ages

• Arts and culture that gives opportunities for people of different abilities to participate 

Top left: Parents and children at a childcare 
centre in western Sydney told us about their 
arts vision. 

Top right: Virtual reality goggles have been a hit 
at workshops, including at a workshop with a 
Chinese community group in 2017.

Left: A Hazara women’s group visited  
Westmead Hospital to discuss what mattered to 
them in terms of hospital spaces and services.

-  Westmead Redevelopment consumer representative 8



Theme 4 - engaging and contemporary art
The community told us they want the Westmead Redevelopment project to:

• Develop an arts and culture program that includes all art forms

• Include interactive arts and contemporary media e.g. new and emerging technologies such as 

virtual reality, touch-sensitive and projections

• Include art that is eye-catching, colourful and stimulating 

During the consultation process, hologram technology was used. Participants were  
interviewed and these videos were projected using an attachment that displayed the video  
as a hologram.

Origami master Yoshi Lawler (centre) facilitated a number or origami workshops at  
Westmead Hospital and The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.  9



Theme 5 - promoting a positive identity for Westmead
We heard that our community want:

• Arts and culture to contribute to a change in perception about Westmead - a shift from the  

perception of Westmead’s spaces being dark and outdated to new, modern, light-filled spaces

• To use the arts to show Westmead as a state-of-the-art health, education and research facility

• Artworks to be used to help with way-finding - within indoor and outdoor spaces

Artist’s impression of the new hospital building.  
 
The artwork called The Night Sky will be located underneath the Innovation Centre (pictured 
in the centre of this image).
  
The artwork featured here is an example only and has been adapted with permission from 
artist Leanne Tobin.
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Theme 6 - Westmead as a catalyst for healthy living

Feedback from our community included a desire for:

• A shift away from a “sick environment” to a “health and wellness environment” and culture

• The creation of a range of spaces that encourage social interaction and quiet reflection

• Arts and culture programs that promote active living

“The arts could help create positive mental health for  
patients and staff and a low stress environment.

“Interactive arts would be a good addition, as would music.”

- Westmead Hospital food services staff member during an interview

University of Sydney dental students with the smoothie bike 
during the annual Ride and Stride Week. Existing health and 
wellness events at Westmead are opportunities for arts.
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Our community and executive have told us to create and maintain a sustainable arts program.  
We will work with partners to ensure sustainable practices are in place. 

Considerations for the program include:

• How to build and leverage partnerships with precinct partners, arts organisations and existing 

festivals so exhibitions can travel to Westmead

• Establishing and maintaining connections with local artists and communities to harness the 

region’s creative resources 

• Ensuring art works are relevant and changed regularly to reflect the diverse community 

• The ongoing maintenance program and potential revenue sources to ensure the upkeep of 

large artworks, including cleaning

• The types of materials and processes used in the creation and display of art works 

The Westmead Redevelopment project is exploring opportunities for sponsorship and grants. 

“It would be great to have an artist corner 
where people could do art.”

Workshops and discussions with artists, arts 
organisations and Westmead precinct partners are  
exploring opportunities to collaborate.  
 
Above: Artists Angela Nashaat and Martha Jabour. 

Right: The University of Sydney’s Aboriginal curator Matt Poll. 

- Interview with the Women’s Creative Group, Community Hub

Theme 7 - a sustainable program to keep Westmead vibrant
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The new hospital building

Artist’s impression of the cultural gathering place, 
which is part of the new central acute services  
building. Elders, community members, staff,  
patients and consumers are providing feedback  
into the design of indoor and outdoor spaces.

Artist’s impression of the new  
central acute services building, due 
for completion in 2020. 

An arts consultant together with an architect, builder and landscape team has undertaken an  
extensive review of the plans for the new hospital building and has identified a number of spaces 
for artworks. These locations include:

• Landscaped areas outside the new building

• The main entrance - foyer, reception and other waiting areas

• Patient lounge areas and waiting areas within wards

• Interview, consultation and procedure rooms

• The parents’ retreat

• Cultural gathering place (pictured above right)

• Corridors and other linking spaces that will be visited by large numbers of patients, staff  

and visitors

Find out more about the new hospital building:
www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/projects/central-acute-services-building

The central acute services 
building is the new 14-storey 
building under construction 
through the Westmead  
Redevelopment project. 

It is located in the heart of the  
Westmead precinct and will  
integrate some services between 
Westmead Hospital and The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead. 
The University of Sydney will also 
occupy 1.5 floors.
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Endorsed projects
Fourteen arts projects were proposed via the Arts and 
Culture Advisory Committee and have been endorsed by  
Western Sydney Local Health District, The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead and the University of Sydney.

Each project will be managed via the Arts and  
Culture Advisory Committee to ensure they are delivered 
to time, within budget and are of a high-quality, consistent 
with the partner organisations’ vision for Westmead. 

Where possible, community and stakeholder engagement 
opportunities will be incorporated into artist’s briefs for 
each project. This will ensure input from patients, carers, 
families and consumer representatives. 

# Project 
name

Description Location

1 Journeys A series of rest areas with sculptural seats 
celebrating the connection to the river,  
including shapes reminiscent of the nawi  
(traditional Darug canoes)

Main external pedestrian 
routes next to the new  
hospital building 

2 Tree of  
Hippocrates 
seedlings

Clippings of the Greek Tree of Hippocrates 
donated by the University of Sydney’s 
clinical schools at Westmead Hospital and 
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead. The 
enduring teaching of health professionals that 
has been a foundation of both hospitals and is 
now becoming a truly collaborative activity.

New hospital building  
forecourt near the  
Innovation Centre

3 Night Sky Artwork by an Aboriginal artist, incorporating 
community input, reflecting the Aboriginal 
knowledge of the night sky 

Soffit (ceiling) under the  
Innovation Centre

4 Welcome 
to Country 
video wall

A video wall with opportunities to feature a  
Welcome to Country video, health promotions, 
art and stories

Main entry lobby  
exhibition space

5 Digital  
projection 
gallery

Laser projectors will project ongoing  
works developed through an  
artist-in-residence program

Innovation Centre

Artist’s impression of sculptural 
seating to represent canoes 

14



# Project 
name

Description Location

6 Tree of Life A feature wall made out of timber blades will 
create a stunning visual piece showing the 
form of a tree, representing the Tree of Life

Main entry lobby next to the 
Innovation Centre

7 The River An artwork representing the importance of 
nearby Parramatta River and the importance 
of water to many cultures will span the main 
entrance to the new hospital building. The 
work will be visible from outside the building, 
especially at night. 

Corridor from main entrance 
atrium towards the University 
Clinics in Westmead Hospital

8 Palisade Artist designs on the palisade (safety fencing 
around the cultural gathering place)

New hospital building  
forecourt from level 1 to 2, 
adjacent to the cultural  
gathering place

9 Tools of 
Knowledge

Sculptural seating representing working 
stones used by Aboriginal people

Level 1 of the new hospital 
building forecourt

10 Cultural 
gathering 
place  
garden

Artist-designed smoking area (yarn circle) 
within the landscaped areas next to the  
cultural gathering place

Cultural gathering place  
garden, adjacent to the new 
hospital building 

Artist’s impression of the Tree of Life

Artist’s impression of the River
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# Project name Description Location

11 Sound of 
Water

Water soundscape Level 1 of the new hospital  
building forecourt

12 Sculpture by 
Hospital Road

Sculpture works displayed during a  
biennial festival. A call for submissions 
would attract artists

Landscaped areas on level 1 of 
the new hospital building forecourt

13 A Sense of 
Place

Photograph competition celebrating 
nature and the community will be  
displayed on large wall graphics 

Various locations within the new  
hospital building 

14 The Art of 
Waiting

Photos or reproductions of artworks  
displayed on large wall graphics

Various locations within the new  
hospital building

Top left: an example of an outdoor  
sculpture. An outdoor sculptural festival 
called Sculpture by Hospital Road will  
create a vibrant and energised spaces  
to promote healing and to vitalise  
outdoor spaces.

Top right: an example of vinyl wallpaper, 
which could be used to display photos or  
reproductions for the Art of Waiting.

Left: Moments of Tenderness by Gaven 
Lin, Auburn Hospital 2008. A Sense of 
Place is a photograph competition that will 
celebrate nature and the community.
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For an interpreter, call 131 450 
and ask them to call 02 9978 5402

Do you need an interpreter?

Download a copy of this document: 
www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/ 

news-and-publications/strategic-documents

Find out more about the Arts and Culture 
Strategy and how you can get involved:

www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/ 

arts-and-culture-strategy

Contact the Westmead Redevelopment:
1800 990 296

WSLHD-WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au

www.westmeadproject.health.nsw.gov.au

Artist’s impression of the new central acute services building, opening in 2020.
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