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The Precinct Post is a quarterly publication that showcases the extraordinary achievements of the NSW Government’s Westmead 
Redevelopment project and celebrates how these milestones were accomplished collaboratively with precinct partners. The 
Westmead Health Precinct is one of the largest health, education, research and training zones in Australia and a key provider of jobs 
for the greater Parramatta and western Sydney region. More than $3 billion has been committed by government, universities and the 
private sector to upgrade and expand the precinct’s health services, education and medical research facilities over the coming years. 
By 2036 the number of full-time staff working across Westmead will increase to more than 30,000 and the number of students will 
expand to more than 10,000. The Westmead Health Precinct partners are the Western Sydney Local Health District, The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead, the University of Sydney, Westmead Institute for Medical Research, Children’s Medical Research Institute, 
Western Sydney University and Westmead Private Hospital.
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Westmead’s health jewel set 
to shine from October 2020

IT’S official. The opening of the 
Central Acute Services Building (CASB) 
on the Westmead Health Precinct is 
almost within reach.

The date 20 October 2020 has 
been confirmed as the day when the 
new hospital begins to transform 
western Sydney’s health.

Services will be phased into 
the building to ensure the safest 
transition of departments relocating 
from Westmead Hospital and The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
(CHW).

The 14-storey CASB is a key 
component of the $1 billion 
Westmead Redevelopment. It will 
host several adult and children’s 
services, including two new 
emergency departments, pharmacy, 
imaging and state-of-the-art 
operating suites. 

The facility will help future-proof 
health outcomes and experiences 
for patients, carers, families, staff, 
students and communities in the 
nation’s fastest-growing population.

 The new hospital will also 
increase integration between 

Westmead Hospital, CHW and the 
University of Sydney.

Western Sydney Local Health 
District Chief Executive Graeme Loy 
said the opening of the new building 
would be a game-changer for western 
Sydney.

“The new facilities will help 
future-proof health outcomes 
and experiences for patients, 
carers, families, staff, students and 
communities,” Mr Loy said.

“Ground-breaking medical studies 
and research discoveries will also 
benefit Australians.

“Our hospital staff will love 
walking into a contemporary and 
fresh building. It’ll be a brand new era 
for Westmead.”

Sydney Children’s Hospitals 
Network Chief Executive Cheryl 
McCullagh said the countdown was a 
significant milestone for the network.

“We will have a brand new 
children’s Emergency Department, 
a paediatric short-stay unit and 
additional children’s operating 
theatres in the new hospital building, 
all of which will significantly improve 

the way we care for current and 
future generations of sick and injured 
children in NSW,” Ms McCullagh said.

The University of Sydney’s Vice-
Chancellor and Principal Dr Michael 
Spence AC said the new centralised 
space would help embed research 
and teaching across the precinct.

“This will be of immeasurable 
benefit to the thousands of University 
staff, affiliates and students 
who currently work or study at 
Westmead,” Dr Spence said.

Pictured top: Worth celebrating ... 
University of Sydney senior lecturer 
Dr Audrey Wang; University of 
Sydney PhD student Jake Rhodes; The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead ED 
medical director Rebecca Nogajski; 
acting director, Redevelopment & 
Infrastructure Matt Sydenham; The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
acting nurse unit manager (Hunter 
Baillie Ward) Pamela Bold; Westmead 
Hospital ED director Dr Matt 
Vukasovic; and cardiology nurse 
unit manager Robbie Cruceanu 
acknowledge the CASB’s official 
opening date.
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2019 Pride  
The year 2019 

represented 
12 months of 
challenge, change 

and commitment to a 
dedicated cause that 
continued to develop 
from its original 
pipedream to a physical 
reality. Westmead 
Redevelopment’s seven 
directors look back on 
their 2019 highlight and 
what they look forward to 
in 2020 for the people and 
projects they represent.

‘19: A highlight was completing the Models of 
Care for each service and getting staff into the 
building while it’s still under construction. It’s 
been rewarding seeing their excitement as they 
start to realise the scope of space they’re going 
to operate in the future.

‘20: The biggest thing I’m looking forward to is 
getting the services ready to operate efficiently and 
effectively in their new space.

‘19: We completed two of our major works 
in the arts and culture program. The Night Sky 
is a prominent piece celebrating Aboriginal 
knowledge, science and culture, an important 
theme identified through our community, 
staff and student consultation. The second is 
The River project, now ready for installation. The 60m 
artwork celebrates the significance of Parramatta 
River and water to all cultures. We also had almost 
800 entries for our photo competition, for which 
winning entries will be installed in CASB patient areas. 

‘20: Installation of all 14 art projects in the CASB and 
plaza. There is a growing body of evidence on the 
impact and significance of art in the health context 
because it promotes healing, better experiences 
of care, and supports staff health and wellbeing. A 
number of projects celebrate Aboriginal culture. We’ve 
commissioned a number of Aboriginal artists which 
will help provide culturally safe and welcoming spaces.

‘19: In regards to operational change items, 
the project user groups have identified critical 
change projects to ensure we can safely 
operate on day one. They’ve mapped out 
work flows for each department, which is a 
comprehensive body of work. It’s critical to get 
the patient journey right to ensure we’re providing 
safe and efficient care for our community.

‘20: It’s exciting to be able to provide the 
community with an expansion of updated services 
in contemporary spaces. Patients will be in an 
environment they feel comfortable in and feel 
confident they will continue to receive high quality 
care from our dedicated staff. 

Carla Edwards, Director,  
Redesign and Transformation

Amanda Green 
Director, Service Redesign

Carissa Kleiman, Director, 
Clinical Change and Delivery
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‘19: A highlight has been the pivot from 
change management to commissioning and 
having the start-up workshops explaining the 
commissioning process. It’s been rewarding 
to see the groups collaborate and start 
conversations around what ‘day one go live’ 
looks like for them and how they will integrate 
services together.

‘20: Being there on ‘day one go live’ and turning the 
lights on. Seeing all the robust planning come to 
fruition and watching all the dedicated staff applying 
their hard work and thriving in the new environment.

‘19: The Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment 
(FFE) open days in the prototype rooms 
enabled vendors, consumers, clinical and 
non-clinical staff to collaboratively road-test 
possible equipment for the new hospital 
building. Staff used the equipment in the actual 
spaces prototyped for the CASB. Stakeholders gave 
encouraging feedback about equipment opportunities 
and being involved in the decision-making process.

‘20: A highlight will be the selection and delivery of 
new equipment. I’m looking forward to watching the 
FFE taking shape in the CASB – everything from the 
installation of paper towel dispensers, desks, and 
trolleys, up to major medical equipment such as CT 
scanners. It will be rewarding seeing patients and 
staff use the equipment after years of planning.

‘19: The press conference on the CASB rooftop 
for the topping out ceremony was the highlight. 
The NSW Premier, Treasurer, Health Minister, 
local MPs and chief executives celebrated this 
construction milestone with precinct partners. 
The event put the Westmead Health Precinct in 
the spotlight with extensive media coverage across 
television, radio, print and digital platforms. 

‘20: The change management piece is a huge body of 
work and presents a really exciting time for our staff. 
There are opportunities to reshape and integrate 
services, as well as work in contemporary spaces. 
From a communications perspective, it’s important 
to develop a suite of communications to engage and 
support staff in their change journey. 

Monique Wakefield, Director, 
Communications & Engagement

Sacha Mott, Director, 
Commissioning

Leanne Creighton, Director,  
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment

2020 Vision  
‘19: The highlight 
for the year was 
identifying the 
department 
location plan (who’s going where), 
announcing the ‘go live’ date and 
the naming of the Westmead Health 
Precinct.

‘20: The successful collaboration 
with The Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead and the University of 
Sydney as we move into shared 
spaces in the CASB. I’m also looking 
forward to the treatment of the first 
patient in the new hospital building.

Matt Sydenham, 
A/Director 
Redevelopment 
& Infrastructure
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• The year begins with NSW Health 
Minister Brad Hazzard attending a 
press conference on the construction 
site. Minister Hazzard escorts media 
on a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
CASB to see how the future hospital 
building is taking shape. Positive 
media coverage hits television, radio, 
print and digital channels.

• Westmead Hospital becomes the 
first hospital in Australia to host 
a captivating art exhibition that 
explores the interplay between new 
Indigenous artwork and images from 
cutting-edge microscopy. The Stories 
and Structures exhibition pairs images 
created from high-tech electron 
microscopes with responsive new 
artworks on related themes. 

• Stage two of the refurbishment 
program for Westmead Hospital 
continues. The program includes 
expansion of the intensive care and 
aged care units, a new behavioural 
management unit, a new space for 
adolescent and young adult health, 
a new transit lounge and retail link. 
Work will continue until early 2020.

• The large-scale change program 
is further implemented to prepare 
services to transition into the new 
hospital building and refurbished 
areas. Nearly 100 change items are 

identified and change plans for these 
areas created while new models 
of care for in-scope services are 
designed and shared.

• Minister Responsible for Youth 
Ray Williams announces a $50,000 
Youth Opportunities grant for Health 
and Arts Research Centre (HARC) to 
run a Science Art Explorers program. 
HARC is a not-for-profit organisation 
and partner of the Westmead 
Redevelopment’s Arts and Culture 
Strategy. The artworks produced 
from the program will be displayed in 
the new refurbished Adolescent and 
Young Adults space.  

• In March, the NSW Government 
announces $619 million for further 
upgrades to The Children’s Hospital 
at Westmead. The investment 
will fund Stage 2 of the hospital’s 
redevelopment, which will include a 
new Paediatric Services Building. The 
planning team is in initial stages and 
conducting vision workshops with 
staff and key stakeholders. 

• Arts Minister Don Harwin officially 
opens the Arts Lab @ Westmead 
Connectivity Centre.  The ArtsLab is 
made possible through a CreateNSW 
grant. The Arts Lab studio space 
supports emerging artists in western 
Sydney and provides employment 

opportunities in arts and health. 
Artworks produced in the Arts Lab 
will be displayed in the new hospital 
building and refurbished spaces.   

• The Federal Government announces 
$65 million for the construction 
of a Cystic Fibrosis Specialist 
Service at Westmead Hospital. The 
service will include a 16-bed adult 
inpatient unit, 10 consulting rooms, 
four day-stay beds, a diagnostic 
area and education, training and 
research amenities. The Westmead 
Redevelopment team is currently 
working with key stakeholders 
through the design phase.

• In June, the Central Acute Services 
Building is topped out at a rooftop 
press conference, attended 
by Premier Gladys Berejiklian, 
Treasurer Dominic Perrottet, Health 
Minister Brad Hazzard, MPs and 
key stakeholders, including chief 
executives.

• The Westmead Redevelopment 
team hosts Furniture, Fixture 
and Equipment open days in the 
prototype shed for staff to test new 
resources for the CASB. Feedback is 
captured from staff, clinicians and 
consumers via an online survey and 
presented to the clinical and non-
clinical selection committee.

Westmead Health Precinct

Serving Sydney’s
BEATING

With Australia’s fastest-growing population and most culturally 
diverse demographic, western Sydney needs flexible, innovative 
and robust health services to cater for decades of change to come. 

The $1 billion Westmead Redevelopment project is transforming 
healthcare in western Sydney as we continue to refurbish current 
facilities and forge towards the opening of the Central Acute Services 
Building (CASB) in 20.10.20. Here are some key milestones for 2019.
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• August marks the announcement 
of which services will move into 
the CASB. This planning milestone 
signifies a vital development in the 
Westmead Redevelopment program.

• Tower crane 3 is dismantled in 
August, representing the completion 
of major construction works on the 
CASB.

• The Hawkesbury Road Widening 
works continue as Westmead 
prepares for the Parramatta Light 
Rail. The $2.4 billion project will 
connect Westmead to Carlingford via 
the Parramatta CBD and Camellia. It’s 
expected to begin services in 2023.

• It’s official. 20 October 2020 is 
confirmed as the date when the new 
hospital begins to transform western 
Sydney’s health for generations to 
come. Services will be phased into 
the building to ensure the safest 
transition of departments relocating 
from Westmead Hospital and The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

• Many Australian and international 
VIPs visit the Westmead Health 
Precinct during the year, providing the 
opportunity to showcase our quality 
health services, prototype rooms, 
refurbished spaces and the CASB. The 
Westmead Redevelopment hosts a 
Hong Kong delegation, Health Round 

Table tour and the Guangdong Joint 
Economic Meeting.

• The 2019 Westmead Alliance 
Business Leaders Lunch brings 
together influential leaders to 
discuss collaboration and business 
opportunities across private, public 
and tertiary education sectors. More 
than 180 delegates attend, including 
21 CEOs, three lord mayors, nine 
general managers, board members 
and vice chancellors.

• The Westmead Redevelopment 
photo competition, part of the 
Arts and Culture Strategy, receives 
a record-breaking 800-plus 
submissions. The winning entries will 
be displayed in patient areas in the 
new hospital building.

• Westmead Health Precinct partner, 
Westmead Private Hospital, launches 
its expanded maternity unit. The 
$25 million development includes 31 
new private maternity rooms, 11 new 
surgical rooms and extra birth suite.

• Westmead Health Precinct teams 
continue to wage war on waste. 
As part of the 6S Lean Storeroom 
program, staff continue to sort, clear 
and better label products to help 
reduce clutter. The program increases 
safety and efficiencies around stock 
use and re-ordering processes.

• The Night Sky is the first major 
artwork installed in the CASB. One 
of 14 art projects, the work is a 
prominent piece embedded on the 
ceiling of the Innovation Centre entry. 
It celebrates Aboriginal knowledge, 
science and culture, an important 
theme identified through community, 
staff and student consultation.

• November marks the opening of 
the final iteration of the permanent 
linkway. The key construction 
milestone represents the first 
permanent connection to link The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead, 
Westmead Hospital and the CASB – 
truly integrating services.

• The project celebrates the first 
anniversary of the Aboriginal Legacy 
Strategy. The strategy provides an 
opportunity to leave a positive legacy 
for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander community of western 
Sydney and beyond. It’s been the 
platform for the development of 
a service model for the cultural 
gathering space, an ‘asking the 
questions’ training program to 
improve identification of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander patients, art 
development and a training program 
for health services cleaning.

Hard to forget moments P20-23
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THE Pharmacy Department at The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
(CHW) is preparing for life in the 
Central Acute Services Building (CASB).

The centrepiece of the Westmead 
Redevelopment will feature integrated 
health services for children and adults.

The new hospital building will have 
Adults’ and Children’s Emergency 
Departments (EDs) – on levels 1 and 
2 respectively – medical imaging, 
operating rooms and a 32-bed 
Paediatric Short Stay Unit (PSSU).

Part of the integration is pharmacy 
services, with a ward-based model of 
care. The transition includes the use of 
Automatic Dispensing Cabinets (ADCs) 
in clinical areas.

To ensure staff will be well 
prepared for the new facility, CHW 
staff is already using the ADCs in 
the current hospital building – in the 

Paediatric Intensive Care Unit, Clancy 
Ward (Medical) and Hall Ward (Acute 
Mental Health).

The Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead will have seven ADCs in 
use at the CASB, located in key clinical 
areas including the Children’s ED 
and PSSU on level 2; and the Post-
Anaesthesia Care Unit on level 3.

CHW Director of Pharmacy Peter 
Barclay said the ADCs, which operated 
with fingerprint login technology to 
accredited staff, ensured greater 
security and efficiency.

“These ADCs allow us to keep a 
wider range of medications for the 
nurses to use, with greater safety on 
the ward,” Peter said.

“Pharmacy technicians ensure the 
medicines are stocked into the ADC 
using their product barcode.

“When a nurse selects a medicine 

for their patient, only the drawer 
where that particular item is stored 
opens. This reduces potential stocking 
or selection error.”

The system will soon allow the 
nurse to see their patient’s profile 
on the ADC screen, access it within 
the patient information database 
and queue medications nearing their 
administration time.

“They’ll then choose a medicine 
from their patient’s list on the ADC 
screen and that action will open up 
the appropriate drawer with the 
appropriate medication,” Peter said.

He said the Closed Loop 
Medication Team had worked 
tirelessly to implement the ADCs in the 
pilot CHW wards, a process that took 
one day short of a year to complete 
with the support of the Westmead 
Redevelopment team.

The project’s successful nurse-led 
implementation provided Peter with 
the confidence CHW would have “all its 
systems in place” for the ADC rollout 
within the CASB.

Pictured left: Clinical Nurse Specialist 
in the Paediatric Intensive Care Unit 
at CHW, Louise Hallett, ‘keeps stock’ of 
the new Automatic Dispensing Cabinet 
technology. Its use and continued 
development will ensure a smoother 
transition into the Central Acute 
Services Building in 2020.

A WORLD-leading proton therapy 
expert has provided new impetus to 
radiation oncology doctors, physicists 
and radiation therapists during his 
first visit to Sydney. 

Professor Hans Langendijk told the 
Crown Princess Mary Cancer Centre 
team at Westmead Hospital that after 
proton therapy was introduced to 
the Netherlands last year, his country 
boasted three centres and had 
treated more than 300 patients. 

Proton therapy, a form of 
particle therapy, is an internationally 
recognised treatment for people with 
cancer, delivering beams of radiation 
using protons. It’s particularly 
beneficial for patients with cancers 
close to vital organs such as the brain, 
lungs, spinal cord or heart. 

Director of Radiation Oncology 
Centre at the Crown Princess Mary, 
Clinical Associate Professor Verity 
Ahern said it was beneficial to hear 

about how cancer patients overseas 
were being selected for proton 
therapy.

Currently, proton therapy is not 
available in Australia and patients 
need to travel overseas. However, 
construction has begun on a 
treatment centre in Adelaide. 

The Westmead Health Precinct 
National Particle Therapy Steering 
Committee, co-chaired by Dr Ahern, 
is also working with interstate 
colleagues to progress discussions on 
proton therapy. 

More information on The Pulse 
website - thepulse.org.au/

Pharmacy fills future needs

Proton professor fires 
shot of therapy hope
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KERRY Devine was shocked to receive 
the state’s top honour for a registered 
nurse.

But it soon becomes apparent 
why the Westmead Hospital genetic 
therapy co-ordinator is worthy of the 
Excellence in Nursing – Registered 
Nurse Award.

Kerry is hands-on with patient care 
and involved in research and data 
management to ensure the greatest 
support for patients with rare diseases 
at a cellular level.

“It was a big surprise to not only 
be nominated by a colleague but also 
be picked by the judges. It feels really 
good,” Kerry says.

“We have a great team here so it’s 
nice to be recognised.

“I’d get by without it but it’s a good 
feeling. I’m still shocked I won.”

Kerry has a background in 
intensive care and started at 
Westmead Hospital in 2003 in a new 
role as the genetic therapy 
co-ordinator.

She manages enzyme replacement 
infusions for patients with rare 
lysomal storage disorders that can 
affect every part of their body, from 
the heart and kidneys to bone and 
muscle.

In her nomination, colleague Kate 
Eisenhuth said Kerry had adapted and 
grown in the role as her patient load 
grew from fewer than 10 to now more 
than 130 people under her care.

“Rare disease nursing has many 
challenges and I believe Kerry has 
overcome them to pioneer the 
excellent standard of care with a focus 
on a person-centred approach for 
patients,” Kate said. “Kerry evaluates 
each patient’s needs and experiences, 
and develops a personalised care plan 
based on this.” 

Two other Western Sydney Local 
Health District (WSLHD) nurses were 
also recognised at the annual NSW 
Health Excellence in Nursing and 
Midwifery Awards.

Westmead Hospital clinical 
midwifery consultant Michelle 
Simmons was a finalist for the 
Registered Midwife Award, and 
Integrated and Community Health 
Aboriginal maternal service nurse 
Jasmine Wannell was a finalist for 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Healthcare Award.

Quality care … Westmead Hospital genetic therapy co-ordinator Kerry Devine shares a laugh with patient Sherry Toase.

Award-winner 
puts literal 

meaning into 
intensive care

Trio of achievers ... 
(from left) Kerry 
Devine, Michelle 
Simmons and 
Jasmine Wannell 
were recognised 
at the annual NSW 
Health awards.
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WESTERN Sydney took another 
giant stride forward as leaders from 
health, innovation and investment 
answered Westmead Alliance’s call 
for collaboration across government, 
private companies and tertiary 
education.

More than 180 guests at the 
Novotel Parramatta heard two of 
Australia’s most prominent business 
people outline their strategic visions 
for the Greater West and underline 
their belief for partnerships in the 
region.

Philip Chronican, Chairman of 
NAB and Westmead Institute for 
Medical Research, told guests at the 
Westmead Alliance Business Leaders 
Lunch that collaborating provided the 

greatest chance of converting today’s 
opportunities into longer-term 
currency.

“These partnerships will help 
achieve a competitive advantage in 
jobs, high-value economic activity, 
and high-value social capital through 
liveable cities and healthy people,” Mr 
Chronican said.

Sam Sangster, Chief Executive, 
Western City and Aerotropolis 
Authority, also underlined the 
region’s critical role towards 2040. 

“About 200,000 new jobs will 
be created in the Aerotropolis and 
surrounds as more than 50 per cent 
of Sydney’s residents live west of 
Parramatta by 2036,” Mr Sangster 
said.

“Collaboration with our health 
and education precincts including 
Westmead will support and help 
sustain this jobs and industry 
growth.” 

Formed in 2013, the Westmead 
Alliance dedicates itself to 
progressing a strategic vision for 
the Westmead Health Precinct by 
integrating the best in urban design, 
knowledge and lifestyle.

Graeme Loy, Chief Executive, 
Western Sydney Local Health District 
(WSLHD), said the purpose of the 
Alliance was to encourage members 
to collaborate and build relationships 
to optimise the vast opportunities 
for investment and change currently 
occurring.

Economic focus 

Westmead Alliance 
Business Leaders Lunch

Collaborative approach ... Graeme Loy, Chief Executive, Western Sydney Local Health District (WSLHD), officially welcomes guests.
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“I see the Westmead Health 
Precinct as being the cornerstone for 
investment, economic growth and job 
creation in western Sydney,” he said.

Mr Loy, who officially welcomed 
lunch guests as master of 
ceremonies, said successful business 
outcomes over the next generation 
relied on valuing these partnerships.

“We need to think and connect 
nationally and globally, while we act 
locally,” he said.

The recognition of technology and 
a willingness to share responsibilities 
were also front and centre. 

“We must not solely depend 
on government policy to create 

the opportunities for success,” Mr 
Loy said. “We must get on with the 
‘opportunity agenda’ – this is where 
partnerships and alliances are 
imperative.”

Among the guests, NSW Health 
Secretary Elizabeth Koff said western 
Sydney could help provide a glimpse 
of the future for the entire state.

Spanning 75 hectares, the 
Westmead Health Precinct is home 
to four research institutes, two major 
referral hospitals with Westmead 
Hospital and The Children’s Hospital 
at Westmead, Cumberland Hospital, 
two university campuses, a research 
hub, a national and state provider of 
pathology services, and Westmead 
Private Hospital.

turns west

My vision for 
western Sydney 
is for it to 
become the 
centrepiece, the 
central city, for 
what the future 
looks like in 
NSW.

‘

’- Elizabeth Koff 
  NSW Health Secretary

Clockwise from top left: More than 180 guests attended the Westmead Alliance 
lunch in Parramatta; Philip Chronican, Chairman of NAB, reminds guests about the 
importance of partnerships; Lionel Henderson chats with other business leaders 
before the event; Sam Sangster, Chief Executive, Western City and Aerotropolis 
Authority, shares his thoughts with Derrick Thompson. 
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WITH Westmead Redevelopment’s 
flagship Central Acute Services 
Building (CASB) slated to open on 20 
October 2020, planning on another 
major Westmead Health Precinct 
project has begun.

In March this year, the NSW 
Government announced funding 
for a new building for The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead (CHW).

The $619 million project forms 
Stage 2 of redevelopment work for 
CHW, with Stage 1 an expansion of 
paediatric health services within the 
CASB.

The new building is set to include:

• Operating theatres

• Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)

• Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU)

• Cancer services

• Pharmacy

• Expansion of Pathology services

• Mental Health inpatient and 
ambulatory care

• Inpatient units (IPU)

• Other services to be determined

In July, renowned architects 
Billard Leece Partnership and project 
managers PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) were appointed by Health 
Infrastructure to the CHW Stage 2 
Redevelopment Project.

Billard Leece Partnership has 
extensive experience in paediatric 
hospital design, having previously 
won awards for its design work on 
children’s hospitals in Melbourne, 
Perth and Hong Kong.

PwC also has extensive 
experience in large health capital 
projects, and is the current 
project manager for Westmead 
Redevelopment Stage 1. 

As part of the master planning 
process for CHW Stage 2, a series of 
workshops have been held, including:

• Clinical Directions Workshops: 
Clinicians from across the Sydney 
Children’s Hospitals Network (SCHN) – 
including CHW and Sydney Children’s 
Hospital, Randwick – discussed the 
current and desired future state of 
clinical services. These workshops 
included consumers and families who 
added value to discussions about the 
future of children’s health care.

• Vision Workshops: 
SCHN staff met other Westmead 
Health Precinct partners to establish 
the vision and objectives for the CHW 
Stage 2 development, with PwC artist-
in-residence Kelly Weitz creating a 
visual representation of discussions 
in real time. The group explored what 
they saw as the opportunities to 
improve the experience for families 
within our hospitals, while also 
identifying ways to better connect 
with our community and attract 
experts to Westmead from across the 
world.

Vision plans for 
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• Master Planning Workshops: 
A series of three sessions held with 
SCHN and partners including the 
University of Sydney and Children’s 
Medical Research Institute (CMRI). 
Master planning determines the 
building zones for the project and in 
particular how this development will 
integrate with the partners on the 
precinct.

SCHN Director of Planning Tim 
Hoffmann said it was an exciting time 
for not only the Network, but for the 
Westmead Health Precinct.

“The initial funding announcement 
for the CHW Stage 2 project was 
fantastic news,” Tim said.

“Now we’re busy doing the 
early planning work to ensure this 
new building will provide the very 
best services for sick children and 
their families. We’ll use the shared 
knowledge and vision of our precinct 
partners for the best outcome 
possible.” 

Before Stage 2 construction 
begins, CHW will open a new 
Children’s Emergency Department 
within the CASB. 

The Children’s ED will be located 
on Level 2 of the new hospital 
building, with a new Adult’s ED on 
Level 1. Other children’s health 
services located within the CASB 
include a 32-bed Paediatric Short 
Stay Unit, four children’s operating 
theatres, Medical Imaging and 
Pharmacy.

The CASB is a partnership 
between CHW, Westmead Hospital 
and the University of Sydney.

The CHW Stage 2 project, in 
addition to the CASB, forms part 
of the massive expansion of best-
practice health services at Westmead.

SCHN is seeking to deliver a new 
facility to enable its models of care 
and provide a facility to help children 
and young people live their healthiest 
lives.

next generation

We’ll use 
the shared 
knowledge 
and vision of 
our precinct 
partners for the 
best outcome 
possible.

‘

’- Tim Hoffmann, SCHN 
  Director of Planning
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ALMOST 800 entries stunned 
organisers of The Westmead 
Redevelopment Photography 
Competition – and exposed the 
growing interest and support of the 
precinct’s arts and culture strategy.

Lured largely by a desire to 
leave their pictorial legacy on the 
walls of Westmead’s new hospital, 
photographers snapped to the 
challenge.

The result — a stunning collection 
of original and authentic photographs 
covering all six categories:

- Black and White.

- Landscape and Nature.

- Cultural Landscape.

- Mobile (phone and tablet).

- Student (taken by students).

- Laboratory & Pathology.

The competition, overseen by the 
Westmead Redevelopment Arts and 
Culture Committee, was open to staff, 
volunteers, consumers, students and 
residents. And the range of entrants 
didn’t disappoint.

Westmead Redevelopment 
Project’s director of redesign and 
transformation Carla Edwards said 
the arts and culture committee, and 
redevelopment team were excited by 
the extraordinary interest.

She said the attraction of winning 
images being installed in the Central 
Acute Services Building (CASB) and in 
digital form across the precinct had 
played a major role.

“We keep hearing from 
photographers that it’s such a 
privilege to have their works exposed 
in this environment,” Carla said. “To 
be hung in places where families and 
patients need it most — and where 

art provides warmth and humanity in 
moments that matter.

“It’s a testament to the growth 
of our precinct and what matters to 
people in arts — a place that is safe, 
welcoming and connected.”

The 25 finalists will now be hung 
at an exhibition in Westmead Hospital 
before being installed in the CASB.

The community will also be able to 
vote for a People’s Choice Award with 
winners announced early 2020.

Photo focus firmly 
on leaving a legacy

‘

’

We keep 
hearing from 
photographers 
that it’s such 
a privilege 
to have 
their works 
exposed in this 
environment.

-  Carla Edwards,
Westmead 
Redevelopment
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PREMIER Gladys Berejiklian and 
Transport Minister Andrew Constance 
have announced construction work on 
the mega Sydney Metro West project 
will start in 2020.

When complete, the project will 
bring Sydney’s west and city centre 
closer than ever before through fast, 
safe and reliable metro rail.

Sydney Metro West will more 
than double the existing rail capacity 
between Greater Parramatta and the 
Sydney CBD, and slash travel times 
between Parramatta and the CBD to a 
target of about 20 minutes.

The formal planning process for 
the Sydney Metro West project has 
begun with the exact locations of 
seven proposed stations confirmed: 

- Westmead

- Parramatta

- Sydney Olympic Park

- North Strathfield

- Burwood North

- Five Dock

- The Bays Precinct

The NSW Government will 

also fast-track work to investigate 
the feasibility of building a Metro 
station in Pyrmont, while also 
assessing another potential station at 
Rydalmere. 

Further work is underway to 
determine the location of the new 
Metro station in the Sydney CBD.

The NSW Government is also 
calling for expressions of interest from 
local and international groups to build 
more than 50 kilometres of new metro 
railway tunnels for Sydney Metro West 
– expected to be the biggest tunnelling 
contract awarded in Australian history.

For more details: www.sydneymetro.info/west/project-overview

Metro maps 
out its new 
route to our 
front door
Westmead continues to 
be an integral part of 
Sydney’s transport planning,  
including its role as home to 
one of seven stations in the 
Sydney Metro West project.
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OUTSTANDING scientific achievements 
and an extraordinary contribution 
— welcome to the 2019 Discovery 
Showcase celebrated by the 
Westmead Institute for Medical 
Research (WIMR).

 This year’s Showcase honoured 
the decades-long involvement of 
Professor Tony Cunningham AO and 
the presentation of a number of 
awards including:

• The Westmead Institute Scientific 
Excellence (WISE) Awards

• The Stephen and Barbara Penfold 
PhD Scholarships 

• The WIMR Early Career Researcher 
Award, supported by the Springwood 
Country Club – Social Fishing

Each year, this event features 
a panel discussion in memory of 
Professor Peter Castaldi, the initial 
driving force behind the research 
excellence of Westmead Hospital 

2019 has been an 
evolutionary year 
for WIMR.  Our 
extraordinary 
research success 
continues to help 
improve outcomes 
for people living 
with some of the most serious 
conditions. I applaud all at WIMR for 
their continued dedication, passion 
and brilliance.

As I step down as WIMR’s inaugural 
Executive Director, a role I have 
proudly held for more than 23 
years, I am delighted that Professor 
Philip O’Connell, a highly-respected 
transplant clinician at Westmead 
and a truly pioneering researcher, 
will continue our progress in 2020.  

2020 holds much promise for 
WIMR and the Westmead Health 
Precinct at large, with research and 
development integral to further 
establishing a thriving innovation 
district around us.

- Professor Tony Cunningham AO 
  Executive Director, 
  The Westmead Institute 
  for Medical Research (WIMR)

Pictured left: Professor Tony 
Cunningham with Westmead Institute 
Scientific Excellence (WISE) Award 
winners Dr Mayada Metwally, Dr Ali 
Bayoumi and Professor Jacob George.

‘

from which WIMR developed. This 
year’s insightful discussion focused 
on the role of medical research in 
personalised medicine.

But the 2019 Discovery Showcase 
held additional meaning.

After 23 years as WIMR’s inaugural 
executive director, this was the 
final Showcase overseen by Prof. 
Cunningham. He will step down from 
his role at the end of this year, but will 
continue his research at WIMR.

Prof. Cunningham told guests 
about how WIMR evolved, the future 
of medical research and the integral 
role it would continue to play as part 
of the Westmead Health Precinct.

Special guest Professor Sharon 
Lewin, Director of the Doherty 
Institute and long-time collaborator 
and friend of Prof. Cunningham, spoke 
about the executive director’s warmth, 
dedication, leadership and renowned 
collegiality.

See the full list of 2019 WIMR 
Discovery Showcase winners 
on the WIMR website at: 
www.westmeadinstitute.org.au

’

WIMR honours 
brilliant minds, 
heart of gold

The Discovery Showcase annually pays tribute to some of 
the nation’s highest scientific achievers. The 2019 event 
also paid thanks to a special man. 
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UNIVERSITY of Sydney students 
are bringing design-thinking and 
engineering to the Westmead Health 
Precinct to solve real-world healthcare 
problems in western Sydney.

More than 200 students 
collaborated with Westmead clinicians 
and researchers during 2019 to tackle 
health challenges — from hospital-
acquired injuries and biosecurity to 
clinical workforce training.

Students presented these 
innovative projects at the University’s 
Westmead Multidisciplinary Student 
Showcase.

Showcase attendees enjoyed a full 
day of presentations including live 
project demonstrations from design 
students, a biomedical engineering 
pitch competition, and an evening 
networking event.

Course co-ordinator/lecturer Dr 
Ashnil Kumar said he was thrilled with 
presentations from students in the 
Biomedical Design and Technology 
unit of study, taught entirely at 
Westmead for the first time this year.

What a year it 
has been for the 
University of Sydney 
at Westmead!

We’ve grown 
our team of 
multidisciplinary 
researchers in 
design, biomedical engineering and 
digital health.

We’ve diversified course offerings, 
increased student numbers and 
upgraded the Westmead campus 
student experience. We’ve expanded 
professional development and 
training opportunities for Westmead’s 
healthcare workforce.

Our embedded partnerships across 
Westmead have been key to our 
successes in 2019 — from digital 
health collaborations with Western 
Sydney Local Health District at the 
Westmead Applied Research Centre, 
to community engagement in the 
Westmead Redevelopment’s Arts and 
Culture Strategy.

In 2020 we look forward to celebrating 
shared precinct success in the 
launch of the Central Acute Services 
Building and further embedding the 
University’s world-class research, 
education and training at Westmead.

- Professor Chris Peck, 
  Director, University of Sydney 
  Westmead Initiative

“In this unit, students work closely 
with Westmead staff and take their 
classroom learning into the hospital 
environment,” Dr Kumar said.

“We want to build long-lasting 
symbiotic relationships between the 
University and Westmead, and set 
the stage for bigger things to come.”

So what was produced?

Popular student projects on 
the day included an adjustable 
study space for Westmead 
campus students accommodating 
preferences from light to sound 
to temperature, a virtual reality 
training app for clinicians, and ‘smart’ 
dentures for long-term oral health 
monitoring.  

Director of the University’s 
Westmead Initiative, Professor 
Chris Peck congratulated all student 
presenters and thanked the clinical 
partners across the precinct.

“Our multidisciplinary 
collaborations at Westmead are 
solving major healthcare challenges 
of our time,” Prof. Peck said.

‘

’

Simply click here 
for student ideas 
and inspiration

Switched on ... Masters student Magda Krzyzanowska points out some of the benefits of WonderMa 2 during the Showcase.
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ORTHOPAEDIC surgeons at 
Westmead Private now have access 
to a new ROSA robotic total knee 
replacement system.

The ROSA robot joins the 
hospital’s fleet of robotic systems 
including the da Vinci and Mazor.

ROSA offers a combination of 
cutting-edge technologies including 
computer navigation, soft tissue 
balancing, 3D modelling and robotics 
in one package.

Orthopaedic surgeon Dr Edward 
Graham said joint replacement 
surgery was a highly successful 
operation as shown by the results in 
the National Joint Registry. 

 “As orthopaedic surgeons we 
are always trying to improve patient 
outcomes and the survivorship of 
implants,” he said.

“Robotic technologies have been 
developed with the aim of improving 
surgical precision, component 
alignment and soft tissue balance 
with the expectation that this will 
improve patient outcomes.

“While the early results of 
robotic-assisted surgery are 

encouraging, it will take many years 
to see if the potential benefits of 
improved alignment and balance 
are realised.

“I’m very excited we now have 
access to this technology here at 
Westmead Private and look forward 
to realising its potential.” 

With requests for knee 
replacements at an all-time high — 
57,000 in 2018 across Australia — 
the technology is a welcome addition 
to the surgical team.

Proud to be a leader in this 
surgery, Westmead Private Hospital 
has undertaken more than 1350 
robotic cases since 2013. 

Its world-class surgeons continue 
to push the limits of this game-
changing technology to perfect 
even more innovative and complex 
surgical procedures – redefining 
minimally invasive surgery.

“We are committed to providing 
the best in healthcare, offering 
surgical options that achieve the 
most optimal outcomes for our 
patients,” Westmead Private CEO 
Mike Flatley said.

Robot ROSA wired to serve

Westmead Private Hospital 
has a new helping hand for 
knee replacement surgery 
with the arrival of a new 
robot surgeon called ROSA. 
Orthopaedic surgeon Dr 
Edward Graham (right) 
introduces his new team 
member and discusses the 
benefits of robotic surgery.

’

‘2019 has been an 
exciting year at 
Westmead Private 
Hospital with the 
opening of our new 
luxury maternity 
unit, offering the 
finest birthing 
experience and exceptional postnatal 
care for our mums, bubs and their 
families.

We also launched our single room 
policy which offers every patient the 
privacy of their own private room.

We have welcomed new technology 
with the ROSA robotic total knee 
replacement system and introduced 
new procedures such as the ERCP 
(Endoscopic Retrograde Cholangio-
Pancreatography).

As we head into 2020 we are excited 
about our next phase of development, 
where we will be adding additional 
patient rooms, consulting suites, 
operating theatres and upgrades to 
our catheterisation laboratory.

- Westmead Private CEO 
  Mike Flatley
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EVERY dollar invested in the City of 
Parramatta’s parks and sportsgrounds 
generates $10 of social and economic 
value over a year, a new Australia-first 
study reveals.

Award-winning research 
commissioned by City of Parramatta 
Council and Western Sydney Local 
Health District (WSLHD), entitled 
Valuing Our Green Spaces, calculated 
the contribution of green areas to 
people’s health and wellbeing. 

“This ground-breaking study shows 
exactly how much value our open 
spaces add to our community,” City of 
Parramatta Lord Mayor Cr Bob Dwyer 
said.

“From Westmead to Winston Hills, 
green spaces contribute to the health, 
wellbeing, and social lives of our 
residents and visitors. This is why City 
of Parramatta Council is proud to be 
investing in parks and sportsgrounds.”

The study evaluated two 
sportsgrounds and three parks in the 
Parramatta Local Government Area 
(LGA) in late 2018, and scaled the 
results across the City’s 157 green 
spaces. 

It found sportsgrounds generated 
$38 of social and economic value over 
a year from every dollar invested, 

City of 
Parramatta 
Council is gearing 
up for a big 2020 
to bring to life 
our vision for 
Sydney’s Central 
River City.

With a new leadership team, Council 
is strengthening key partnerships 
so together we can create a more 
vibrant, liveable city for our growing 
population.

Westmead is a big part of this story. 
It’s already one of Australia’s largest 
education and health hubs.

But Council, through the Westmead 
Alliance, wants to help transform 
this hub into a world-class precinct 
that delivers more jobs and 
services. We also want it to be 
better connected to the rest of 
Sydney with direct transport links.

I’m excited to be part of Council 
at such a pivotal time in our City’s 
history. 

- Brett Newman, CEO 
  City of Parramatta Council

’

‘while parks generated $7. The average 
value across all 157 green spaces is 
$10 for every dollar invested.

WSLHD’s Population Health Deputy 
Director Christine Newman said 
green areas were vital as housing 
densities increased. In the next 20 
years, more than 70 per cent of City of 
Parramatta’s population is expected to 
live in apartments.

“WSLHD supports Council’s efforts 
to increase, enhance and promote 
green open spaces, particularly when 
an increasing number of residents 
live in apartments and do not have 
access to their own green space,” Ms 
Newman said. 

“Evidence shows parks and 
sportsgrounds contribute significantly 
to the physical and mental health of 
residents, reducing a range of chronic 
health diseases.”

This is the first time the Social 
Return on Investment framework 
has been used to assess the value of 
Australia’s open spaces. 

In October 2019, Council received a 
SIMNA Award for Innovation in Social 
Impact Measurement for the study.

Visit www.cityofparramatta.nsw.
gov.au/valuing-our-green-spaces

Spacious value ... City of Parramatta’s green spaces, such as West Epping Park (above), are generating social value.

Worth every blade of grass
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Hard hats & hard
2019

Summer inspection ... NSW Health Minister Brad Hazzard, Westmead and Auburn Hospitals General Manager Brett Thompson and 
WSLHD Executive Director Operations Robynne Cooke tour the Westmead Redevelopment construction site in January.

Yes Ministers ... Health and Arts Research Centre Director Marily Cintra accepts a grant (left) from Minister 
Responsible for Youth Ray Williams and joins Seven Hills MP Mark Taylor, Westmead Redevelopment’s 
Carla Edwards and Arts Minister Don Harwin to open the Arts Lab @ Westmead Connectivity Centre.

Quality of life ... Speech 
pathologist Kirsty Niven 
goes to work.

Left: Work mates... 
The team at Redbank 
House celebrates its 
new courtyard.

Right: The reveal ... 
The Arts and Culture 
Committee unpacks 
the first panel of the 
Night Sky artwork.

Plenty to do ... January 7 on-site at Westmead reveals 
steely skies and a hive of early-year activity.

Boots ‘n’ all ... Alhaji Amodu laces up thanks 
to the Dress for Work program.

To the point ... University of Sydney 
students tackle needle phobia.
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to forget moments

By late March, dawn on the 
Westmead Health Precinct 
begins to take on a new look.

New day ... 5am March 29 
from top of the multi-
storey carpark on Darcy 
Road reveals a new 
hospital taking shape on 
Westmead’s skyline.

Big news ... Premier Gladys Berejiklian officially announces the topping 
out of the 14-storey Central Acute Services Building on June 19.

Princess power ... Leni takes centre 
stage in the prototype rooms to 
promote 2019 Radiothon.

Family favourite ... Westmead Private Hospital 
unveils its luxury maternity development to the 
delight of new mums and dads.

All smiles ... WSLHD and Sydney Children’s 
Hospitals Network Joint Redevelopment 
Committee members inspect the CASB in April.

Back to school ... Classmates at The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
Primary School welcome senior 
project director Tim Mason.

Work flow ... Workers pour concrete for the helideck as 
building reaches the top floor of the CASB. 

Done ... Patricia Walsh (A4C) 
helps wage war on waste in 
the 6S Lean Storeroom project.
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Hard hats & hard
2019

Worldly welcome ... The Hong Kong Hospital Authority gives a 
thumbs up for the Westmead Redevelopment during its visit.

Time to talk ... Westmead and Auburn hospitals General Manager 
Brett Thompson unveils the CASB floor plan at August’s staff forum.

Room with a view ... Looking towards Bankwest Stadium and Parramatta during construction.

Bright days ahead ... Health Facility 
Planner Michael Oliver and Director 
of Nursing Ashley Baker discuss 
Bridge Road construction works at 
Cumberland Hospital.

Take a seat ... Staff, consumers and 
community members test out items 
during the Furniture, Fixtures & 
Equipment Open Days in August.

Coming and going ... Bike to Work Day in 
October or a misty autumn morn, there are 
plenty of ways to get to and from Westmead.

Hall Ward staff join Sydney Children’s Hospitals Foundation 
(SCHF) members and guests to open The Children’s Hospital 
at Westmead’s (CHW) new Acute Mental Health wing. 
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to forget moments

Right: Vital link ... John Whittaker, 
Nurse Manager, Neonatal ICU, 
Westmead Hospital; Alison 
Mattingley, Clinical Nurse 
Educator, Clancy Ward, The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead; 
and Clancy Ward patient Isla take 
in the new linkway joining the 
two hospitals.

Artistic view ... Westmead Health 
Precinct’s communications team visits 
the Night Sky artwork in the CASB.

Loaded with talent ... The project team 
celebrates newly-painted pots in the 
loading docks with FDC members.

Inspired choice ... Danie Mellor sets out on 
his journey to produce his epic 60-metre long 
mural, The River, to run across the CASB. 

Respect ... Matt Poll reflects on 
his indigenous culture and the 
importance of NAIDOC Week.

Left: Stars in making ... 
Westmead Hospital’s 
One Born Every Minute 
documentary crew.

 

Right: That’s gold ... 
The team from 
Westmead’s Dragonflies 
gear up for the Western 
Sydney Elders Olympics.

Teammates ... May 24 marks the final day working together for our two tower cranes - TC2 comes down May 25 and TC3 on August 17.
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